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PREFACE  TO  THE  ILLUSTRATED  EDITION. 


This  edition  has  been  published  in  response  to  the  earnest 
desire  of  a  few  members  of  the  church  and  society,  to  preserve 
the  proceedings  of  our  Semi-centennial  Anniversary,  not  only  as 
a  matter  of  church  history,  but  in  a  form  worthy  to  be  treasured 
as  a  souvenir  of  the  delightful  occasion. 

It  has  been  printed  from  the  same  type  as  the  edition  issued  by 
the  committee,  but  on  heavier  paper,  and  with  wider  margins. 
To  the  letter-press  has  been  added  a  new  title  page,  list  of  illus- 
trations, table  of  contents,  index  of  names,  descriptions  of  the 
old  Theater,  with  the  changes  which  have  been  made  since  its 
conversion  to  sacred  use,  and  incidents  relating  to  the  semi- 
centennial. 

Twelve  photogravures  have  been  inserted,  coipprising  portraits 
of  all  the  pastors  who  have  presided  over  the  church  from  its  com- 
mencement, as  well  as  views  of  the  church  edifice  at  different 
periods.  Care  has  been  taken  to  secure  the  best  portraits  of  the 
several  pastors.  Those  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Eaton,  Dr.  Stock- 
bridge,  Dr.  McWhinnie,  and  Mr.  Dunn,  are  from  originals  taken 
while  they  labored  here;  those  of  Mr.  Colby,  Dr.  Bosworth,  and 
Dr.  Small  were  taken  later,  but  will  be  recognized  as  fine  like- 
nesses. 

The  pen  and  ink  sketch  of  the  church,  forming  the  front isjiicce, 
was  made  from  an  outline  engraving  found  upon  an  old  charl  of 
the  city.    The  chart  is  in  the  possession  of  Hon.  William  Goold, 
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who  kindly  permitted  it  copied,  and  what  is  noteworthy  was 
published  in  1836,  the  year  the  church  was  organized. 

Grateful  acknowledgments  are  made  to  the  few  members  who 
joined  with  me  in  the  publication;  to  M.  F.  King,  who  furnished 
nine  of  the  plates  from  which  the  illustrations  were  made;  to 
Messrs.  Holland  &  Koberts,  of  Boston,  for  similar  favors;  to  John 
Calvin  Stevens  for  the  pen  drawing  of  the  old  church,  and  to 
George  F.  Emery,  the  editor,  and  Geo.  H.  Watkins,  the  publisher 
of  the  former  edition,  for  their  kind  assistance  in  the  work. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-five  copies  have  been  printed,  each 
numbered  in  order;  twenty-five  will  be  presentation  copies  to 
Colby  University,  Coburn  Classical  Institute,  Eicker  Classical 
Institute,  Hebron  Academy,  Maine  Historical  Society,  Public 
Librar}^  of  Portland,  the  several  pastors,  and  others. 

P.  C.  M. 

Portland,  March  23, 1887. 
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Free  Street  Baptist  Church 

SEMI  -  CENTENNIAL. 


GENERAL  COMMITTEE. 


Rev.  A.  T.  Dunn,  Geo.  F.  Emery,  Percival  Bonney,  Joseph  A.  King,  Rev.  H.  S, 
Burrage,  p.d.,  S.  A.  True,  Lewis  B.  Smith,  to  whom  were  added  Mrs.  Joseph  A.  King, 
and  Mrs.  A.  T.  Dunn. 

This  Committee  organized  by  constituting  Mr.  Dunn,  Chairman,  and  Mr.  Smith, 
Secretary.   Sub-  Committees  were  appointed  as  follows  :  — 


EXECUTIVE. 

Joseph  A.  King, 
Mrs.  Joseph  A.  King, 
Prentice  C.  Manning. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Holman  S.  Melcher, 
Lorin  D.  Austin, 
Chas.  A.  True. 


DECORATION. 

Chas.  Fred  Morse, 
Mrs.  Chas.  E.  Webster, 
Fred.  B.  Smith, 
Miss  Alice  May  Little. 


MUSIC.  FINANCE. 

Geo.  F.  Emery.  Hanson  M.  Hart, 

Warren  Robinson,  Samuel  A.  True, 

Fred  V.  Chase,  Albion  Little. 

Lewis  B.  Smith. 

The  publication  of  the  proceedings  was  comraitted  to  the  General  Committee,  who 
designated  Geo.  1'.  Emery  to  supervise  the  same. 


COLLATION. 

Mrs.  Percival  Bonney, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Adams, 
Miss  Claramond  Chase. 


PRESENT  ORGANIZATION  OF  SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


President  Rev.  A.  T.  Dunn. 

Superintendent  H.  W.  Noyes. 

Sec'ynnd  Treas  Asher  C.  Hinds. 

Lihrartan  Frank  E.  Orr. 


First  Asst.  Librarian  Fred  A.  King. 

Second  Asst.  Librarian. . .  Frank  P.  King. 

Pianist  Miss  Carrie  Haskell. 

Supt.  of  Primary  Dtpt  C.  F.  Morse. 


REPORT  OK  EXERCISES. 


In  view  of  the  lapse  of  nearly  half  a  century  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Free  Street  Baptist  Church  and 
Society  in  Portland,  at  a  meeting  of  the  former  held 
March  5,  a.d.  1886,  a  unanimous  wish  was  expressed  that 
its  semi-centennial  anniversary  should  not  be  allowed  to 
pass  without  suitable  observance  of  the  occasion ;  accord- 
ingly a  general  committee  was  appointed  to  report  a  plan 
for  execution.  The  names  of  the  committee  and  those 
of  sub-committees  will  be  found  on  page  two,  all  of 
whom  entered  heartily  into  their  service,  and  performed 
their  various  functions  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to 
all  concerned.  The  plan  reported  was  adopted,  and  suc- 
cessfully executed,  as  will  sufficiently  appear  from  what 
follows.  For  reasons  of  convenience,  and  to  ensure  larger 
success,  it  was  deemed  best  tliat  the  occasion  should  be 
observed  a  little  later  than  the  precise  day  of  the  anni- 
versary, and  the  time  ultimately  agreed  on  .therefor  was 
September  26  and  27  of  the  semi-centennial  year.  Invi- 
tations to  attend  were  extended  to  the  number  of  about 
six  hundred,  with  a  view  to  secure  the  presence  of  all 
present  and  past  members  of  the  church,  and  if  any  were 
omitted  it  was  not  because  they  were  overlooked,  but  for 
want  of  knowledge  of  their  address. 
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SUNDAY  MORNING. 

At  an  early  hour  the  house  of  worship  was  occupied  by 
a  large  audience,  including  many  from  abroad.  The  dec- 
orations in  it  attracted  every  eye,  and  were  pronounced 
beautiful  and  eminently  ap|)ropriate.  The  profusion  of 
evergreens,  flowers,  and  autumnal  fruits,  in  and  about  the 
pulpit,  and  adorning  all  parts  of  the  house,  was  sugges- 
tive of  the  benignant  hand  that  produced  them,  and  of 
the  delicate  fingers  which  arranged  them.  In  the  recess 
over  the  pulpit  platform  was  the  inscription, 

|t  ^feall  §z      iuhiln  Unto  |ow." 


FREE  STREET  SEMI-CENTENNIAL. 


5 


On  the  right  of  the  pulpit  were  conspicuous,  in  gilt  let- 


ters,  the  following: 

THESE  WERE  THE  FOUNDERS. 

T  U 

John  Pearson, 

Pamelia  (Baker)  Pearson, 

Eliza  Evans, 

Nancy  Pearson, 

Elizabeth  R.  Bates, 

Sibyl  Goding, 

Margaret  E.  (Pearson) 

Hannah  Bradford, 

Lydia  Gould, 

Edmond, 

George  W.  Cheney, 

Byron  Greenough, 

Mary  (Pratt)  Walker, 

Sarah  D.  Cheney, 

Catharine  Greenough, 

Mary  S.  Reynolds, 

Francis  Clark, 

Henry  B.  Hart, 

ISIary  Riley, 

Catharine  Clark, 

Sarah  H.  Hart, 

Abigail  C.  Scamman, 

Sarah  M.  Clark, 

Caroline  T.  Hooper. 

Alpheus  Shaw, 

Susan  D.  Cloudman, 

Henry  Ilsley  Jr., 

Jane  Shaw, 

Catherine  P.  Cloudman, 

Nancy  Ilsley, 

Sally  (Ulrich)  Wilson, 

Mary  M.  (Colcord)  Shirley, 

Ann  Jackson, 

Elizabeth  A.  Veazie, 

George  W.  Dam, 

Christianna  Kelley, 

Susan  Waterhouse, 

Joseph  Davidson, 

Elizabeth  S.  Kelley, 

Mary  Wheeler, 

Charlotte  Davidson, 

Susannah  Knight, 

Hannah  Whittier, 

Harriet  Day, 

Sophia  C.  Manning, 

Sally  Wilson, 

Abigail  Deering, 

Jacob  Mills, 

Daniel  Balch, 

Francis  Edmond, 

Olive  Nelson, 

Silence  C.  Balch, 

Abigail  Edmond, 

Lydia  H.  Noyea, 

Mary  Ann  Edmonds, 

Cotton  Owen, 

#t^cr  Jounbation  Can      Pan  fag 
^m  |s  Saib,  Mji^  |s  |es«s  Christ. 


Underneath  were  suspended  portraits  and  [)ictares  of 
Byron  Greenough,  Henry  B.  Hart,  Sarah  H.  Hart,  Al- 
pheus Shaw,  Jane  Shaw,  George  H.  Cheney,  Sarali  D. 
Cheney,  Sally  (Ulrich)  Richards,  Henry  Ilsley  Jr.,  Mary 
M.  (Colcord)  Shirley,  Sophia  C.  Manning,  to  which  that 
of  Mrs.  James  Greenough  and  some  others  were  subse- 
quently added. 
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The  exercises  were  as  follows :  — 

ORGAN  VOLUNTARY. 

Invocation  —  by  the  Pastor,  Rev.  A.  T.  Dunn. 

Anthem  —  "Jehovah's  Praise,"  by  the  Choir. 

Responsive  Reading  —  Psahn  xc. 

Hymn  —  sung  by  the  Choir. 

Prayer  —  by  Rev.  Geo.  VV.  Bosworth,  d.d. 

The  usual  Moi'ning  Offering. 

Hymn  — by  the  Choir  and  Congregation. 

The  pastor  then  preached  the  following  discourse,  based 
on  the  text 

Thou  shalt  call  thy  walls  vSalvation,  and  thy 
GATES  Praise.  —  Isaiah  Ix.  18. 

This  is  a  prophetic  utterance  of  the  Hebrew  seer,  as,  looking 
through  the  centuries,  he  beheld  the  Christian  church.  Israel 
had  long  suffered  violence,  and  she  came  at  last  to  afford  no  pro- 
tection. She  had  allowed  the  destroyer  to  enter  her  walls,  and  he 
had  brought  trouble  and  disaster.  Her  defences  had  been  re- 
moved, lier  walls  had  become  a  scorn,  and  through  her  gates  there 
poured  only  the  children  of  sorrow.  But  Isaiah,  with  divinely 
illumined  sight,  beheld  the  coming  of  a  brighter  day  —  that  day 
for  which  the  Sun  of  Kighteousness  should  give  the  light,  —  that 
day  when  the  Prince  of  Peace  should  wave  the  olive  branch,  and 
give  to  the  whole  earth  the  invitation,  "  Come  unto  me." 

In  just  so  far  as  the  Church  of  Christ  has  been  true  to  her  great 
Leader,  these  words  have  been  true  as  descriptive  of  her  charac- 
ter and  work.  As  it  was  the  mission  of  Jesus  to  "save  the  peo- 
ple from  their  sins,"  so  has  it  ever  been  —  and  so  must  it  ever  be 
—  the  mission' of  the  true  Church  to  warn,  rescue,  and  save  men. 
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Her  walls  are  for  salvation,  and  her  watchmen  are  the  world's 
saviours;  her  gates  are  but  the  entrance  to  earth's  truest  joy,  and 
the  exit  for  the  songs  of  praise  to  God  and  the  hymns  of  welcome 
to  all  who  will  believe  and  live. 

JsTo  truer  or  more  expressive  words  could  have  been  chosen  by 
the  seer  of  twenty-five  centuries  past  concerning  the  church  of 
today,  and  it  becomes  us  to  watch  lest  in  any  individual  case  we 
should  seem  to  make  these  words  untrue,  or  contradict  the  state- 
ment, "Thou  shalt  make  thy  walls  Salvation,  and  thy  gates 
Praise." 

To  a  marked  degree  have  these  words  seemed  true  of  this 
Church,  whose  record  we  are  called  today  to  examine.  From  the 
beginning  has  there  been  an  evident  purpose  to  reach  and  save 
men.  The  watchmen  have  proclaimed  the  message  of  salvation; 
the  walls,  while  men  rush  to  shield  or  protect  the  unrepentant  sin- 
ner, have  proved  a  safeguard  to  hundreds  who  have  declared  alle- 
giance, and  they  have  given  protection  to  those  who  have  come 
in  the  Master's  name.  And  her  gates  have  been  open  passage- 
ways to  the  redeemed  ones  who  have  entered  with  songs  of  re- 
joicing, and  returned  with  hymns  of  praise. 

For  fifty  years  this  church  has  stood  as  a  refuge  for  those  op- 
pressed by  sin,  and  within  her  sacred  enclosure  there  have  been 
trained  many  who  have  gone  forth  to  speak  the  praises  of  Him 
who  redeemed  them. 

The  Free  Street  Baptist  Church  was  not  the  result  of  hasty 
action,  nor  the  sudden  fruitage  of  impulse.  For  several  years 
the  conviction  was  strengthening  that  the  growth  of  the  city 
called  'for  increased  facilities  for  Christian  work,  and  members  of 
the  Federal  Street  (now  First  Baptist)  Church  and  Society  shared 
this  conviction. 

So  strong  was  this  feeling  of  interest  that  in  December,  1835, 
eight  members  of  the  Federal  Street  Society  united  in  purchasing 
the  house  we  today  occupy,  which  had  five  years  before  been 
erected  for  theatrical  purposes.  The  cost  of  its  erection  was  ten 
thousand  dollars;  the  purchase  price  was  five  thousand  dollars. 
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At  a  monthly  meeting  of  the  Federal  Street  Church,  held  De- 
cember 21,  1835,  the  following  action  was  taken:  — 

Besolved,  That  the  time  has  arrived  when  a  second  Baptist 
church  should  be  formed  in  this  city,  and  this  church  cordially 
approve  the  movements  of  brethren  and  others  in  purchasing  the 
Theater,  with  a  view  of  forming  a  second  Baptist  church. 

This  action  was  hearty  and  unanimous,  as  also  was  the  action 
of  approval  taken  by  the  Society  at  a  meeting  two  days  later. 
Steps  were  at  once  taken  to  promote  the  enterprise,  and  "  a  sub- 
scription was  raised  for  the  purpose." 

The  Free  Street  Baptist  Society  was  formed  January  11,  1836. 
Officers  were  appointed,  and  committees  chosen.  The  Treasurer 
was  instructed  to  purchase  the  building  formerly  known  as  the 
Portland  Theater.  At  a  meeting  held  February  15, 1836,  the  Fed- 
eral Street  Church 

Voted,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  consider  the 
subject  of  the  formation  of  a  second  Baptist  church,  and  report 
the  names  of  those  individuals  who,  in  their  opinion,  should  be 
set  off  to  form  a  new  church. 

This  committee  was  appointed,  and  at  an  adjourned  meeting, 
April  28,  they  reported  the  names  of  fifty-four  persons  —  twelve 
brothers  and  forty-two  sisters  —  to  whom  "they  would  recom- 
mend to  form  themselves  into  a  second  Baptist  church."  This 
report  was  accepted.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  these  persons 
made  formal  request  for  dismission,  and  at  that  time,  July  18, 
1836,  "after  solemn  prayer,"  the  following  action  was  taken  by 
the  Federal  Street  church :  — 

"Dear  Brethren  and  Sisters:— The  church  having  con- 
sidered your  request  ....  have  voted  unanimously  that  it  is 
granted.  You  are  accordingly  hereby  dismissed.  .  .  .  May  the 
blessing  of  the  Great  Head  of  the  church  attend,  and  may  we  all 
at  last,  through  Ilim  who  has  washed  us  by  His  blood,  be  permit- 
ted to  meet  again  in  heaven,  and  form  a  part  of  the  church  tri- 
umphant." 

AVith  such  a  blessing  from  the  mother-church,  the  child  could 
enter  life  with  hope. 
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The  first  meeting  for  organization  was  held  July  21, 1830.  Dea- 
con Byron  Greenough  was  chosen  Moderator,  and  Henry  B.  Hart 
Clerk.  Articles  of  Faith  and  the  Church  Covenant  were  adopted 
July  25. 

Pursuant  to  the  call  of  the  newly  formed  church  a  Council  con- 
vened, August  11,  to  recognize  the  church  organization,  and  to 
dedicate  the  house  of  worship.  The  council  organized  by  choos- 
ing Rev.  Geo.  B.  Ide,  d.d.,  of  Boston,  for  Moderator,  and  Rev. 
T.  O.  Lincoln,  of  Kennebunk,  Scribe.  After  proper  investiga- 
tion, it  was  unanimously  voted,  "That  we  approve  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  members  ....  and  that  we  recognize  them  as  a  reg- 
ular organized  church,  under  the  name  of  the  Free  Street  Baptist 
Church." 

Following  this  action  of  the  council,  this  house  in  which  we 
today  worship,  after  having  been  completely  renovated,  was  "sol- 
emnly dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God";  and  the 
church  was  publicly  recognized.    The  services  were  as  follows:  — 

Invocation,  by  Rev.  C.  Cibley,  of  Saco;  Reading  of  Scriptures, 
by  Rev.  A.  Felch,  of  ~New  Gloucester;  Sermon,  by  Rev.  Geo.  B. 
Ide,  of  Boston;  Dedicatory  Prayer,  by  Rev.  Adam  Wilson,  of 
Portland;  Address  to  the  Church,  by  Rev.  Thomas  O.  Lincoln,  of 
Kennebunk;  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship,  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Maginnis, 
of  the  First  church;  Constituting  Prayer,  by  Rev.  R.  S.  Cushman, 
of  Philadelphia;  Dea.  John  Pearson  receiving,  on  behalf  of  the 
church,  the  "  right  hand  of  fellowship." 

The  church  adopted  its  first  Letter,  and  appointed  delegates  to 
the  Cumberland  Association,  August  28.  In  that  letter  are  these 
words:  "We  feel  deeply  interested  in  the  cause  of  missions, 
Bibles,  tracts.  Sabbath-schools,  and  Ministerial  education.  .  .  . 
We  have  two  Sabbath-schools  connected  with  this  church,  con- 
taining 233  scholars  and  33  teachers." 

Such  a  church,  with  such  a  work  at  hand,  would  not  wish  to  be 
long  without  a  pastor.  Steps  were  promptly  taken  to  this  end  in 
the  appointment  of  an  efficient  committee. 
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In  October  a  unanimous  "  call"  was  given  Kev.  William  Phil- 
lips, which  call  was  declined.  In  November  a  unanimous  call 
was  given  Rev.  Thos.  O.  Lincoln.  Mr.  Lincoln  accepted  the  in- 
vitation, and  was  publicly  recognized  January  12,  1837.  The 
church  increased  in  numbers  and  efficiency.  The  pastor  was  per- 
mitted to  baptize  the  first  converts  April  23,  1837.  This  was  a 
formative  period,  but  they  were  permitted  to  reap  as  well  as  sow. 
This  first  pastorate  was  an  almost  continuous  season  of  ingather- 
ing. It  extended  four  years  and  nine  months,  and  during  that 
time  241  persons  united  with  the  church,  200  of  them  by  baptism. 

Several  still  abide  with  us  who  distinctly  recall  these  blessed 
seasons,  and  speak  in  terms  of  highest  commendation  of  the  man 
of  God  who  led  them.  Great  interest  was  manifest  in  the  work, 
and  meetings  for  the  study  of  the  Bible  and  the  Church  Covenant 
were  frequently  held.  There  were  also  many  special  appoint- 
ments for  prayer.  God  honored  an  active  faith.  This  pastorate 
closed  October  25,  1841. 

After  an  interval  of  one  month,  a  call  to  the  pastorate  was  given 
Rev.  Lewis  Colby,  of  South  Berwick,  who  accepted,  and  com- 
menced his  labors  in  February,  1842.  He  remained  for  two  years 
and  four  months.  This  was  a  period  of  education  and  discipline, 
made  necessary  by  the  ingathering  of  previous  years.  Fifty-four 
were  added  to  the  church,  the  greater  part  being  by  baptism. 

On  the  eighteenth  day  of  August,  1844,  Rev.  J.  S.  Eaton,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  commenced  his  services  as  pastor.  This  pastor- 
ate was  marked  by  abundant  labors,  and  blessed  by  abundant 
results.  Close  attention  was  given  to  the  membership  of  the 
church,  and  at  the  same  time  earnest  work  was  given  to  ingather- 
ing. Of  the  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  added  to  the  church, 
several  are  with  us  today,  and  hold  in  sacred  memory,  the  pastor 
and  his  faithful  wife. 

Because  of  failing  health  he  closed  ten  years  of  faithful  service 
July  10,  1854,  though  continued  his  membership  in  the  church 
and  residence  in  the  city  until  his  death,  September  27,  1856. 
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On  the  2otli  of  January,  1855  another  i)erio<l  of  interest  began 
with  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Geo.  W.  Bosworth  who  liad  been  caHed 
with  marked  unanimity  from  the  South  Cliurch,  South  IJoston. 
These  were  years  of  great  financial  and  civil  disturbance.  The 
panic  of  1857-1858  and  the  war  of  the  rebellion  from  1801  to  1805 
were  events  which  affected  churches  and  multiplied  the  cares  of 
pastors.  Attending  the  financial  depression,  if  not  in  part  the  re- 
sult of  it,  there  was  a  great  spiritual  uprising,  and  this  church 
shared  in  the  blessing.  Meetings  of  great  power  were  held,  among 
which  was  the  meeting  for  prayer  which  was  held  daily  in  this 
church  for  several  months.  Hundreds  received  great  spiritual 
blessing,  and  many  scores  were  led  to  admit  the  light.  In  the 
year  1858  one  hundred  and  four  united  with  the  church,  —  sixty - 
nine  of  them  by  baptism.  Closely  following  this  gracious  season 
came  the  days  which  "tried  men's  souls"  and  caused  strong 
hearts  to  tremble.  The  war  cloud  was  rising,  and  soon  it  broke  in 
all  its  fury.  The  attention  of  the  people  was  turned  to  the  alYairs 
of  the  nation,  and  cliurch  life  in  a  measure  suffered.  A  faith- 
ful true-hearted  j^astor  was  at  the  helm,  and  with  great  patience 
and  discretion  he  steered  the  course. 

On  the  thirty-first  of  August,  1805,  Dr.  Bosworth  closed  a  most 
successful  pastorate  of  more  than  ten  years,  during  which  he 
received  to  membership  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven.  Many 
of  these  are  today  strong  men  and  women,  and  they  are  to  l)e 
found  in  prominent  places  of  trust,  —  in  the  home,  the  school- 
room, the  pulpit,  the  bar,  and  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
trade.    Such  lives  are  "  living  epistles." 

After  a  short  interval  of  outlook  and  effort  a  "  ciUl  "  was  given 
to  Rev.  John  C.  Stockbridge,  d.b,  of  Boston,  which  was  ai'c(  i)te(l 
November  12,  1805.  This  pastorate,  though  short,  was  blessed. 
From  the  church  letter  to  the  Association,  written  near  the  close 
of  the  term,  it  appears  to  have  been  a  period  of  prosperity, — 
spiritual,  financial,  and  numerical.  About  seventy  persons,  mostly 
by  baptism,  were  received  to  the  fellowship  of  the  church, — nearly 
one-half  of  whom  are  still  associated  with  us.    This  pastorate  ex- 
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tended  over  one  year  and  eight  months,  and  was  terminated  by 
Dr.  Stockbridge's  resignation  July  22,  1867. 

The  attention  of  the  pastorless  church  was  once  more  turned  to 
the  choice  of  one  to  lead  and  instruct  them,  and  the  hearts  of  the 
people  inclined  toward  one  who  had  previously  been  the  choice  of 
many.  At  an  earlier  time  many  desired  the  leadership  of  Eev.  A. 
K.  P.  Small,  and  now  again  they  made  their  wishes  known  to  him 
by  extending  a  unanimous  "  call  "  to  the  pastorate.  After  due  de- 
liberation and  prayer  the  "  call  "  was  accepted,  and  Dr.  Small 
closed  his  labors  at  Bangor  and  commenced  his  work  here  in 
March,  1868. 

From  this  date  followed  a  period  of  quiet,  earnest  effort  by  pas- 
tor and  people.  The  ingathering  during  these  years  was  gradual 
but  constant.  The  seed  fell  into  good  ground  and  an  abundant  har- 
vest followed.  No  seasons  of  special  interest  mark  this  pastorate. 
It  seems  rather  a  continuous  season  of  healthy,  spiritual  life. 
During  this  period  of  about  six  years,  more  than  ninety  persons 
became  members  of  the  church,  —  fifty-four  of  them  being  bap- 
tized. On  the  third  of  April,  1874  Dr.  Small  resigned  to  accept  the 
pastorate  of  the  First  Baptist  church.  Fall  River,  Mass. 

After  a  brief  interval  the  church  united  very  heartily  in  extend- 
ing a  call  to  one  of  her  own  sons  —  Rev.  Henry  M.  King  of  Bos- 
ton. Upon  careful  deliberation  Dr.  King  declined  the  call,  much 
to  the  disappointment  of  many.  Such  a  call  was  an  honor  to  both 
mother  and  son. 

On  Lord's  day,  January  31,  1875,  Rev.  James  McWhinnie  was 
publicly  recognized  as  pastor  by  interesting  and  appropriate  exer- 
cises. Dr.  McWhinnie's  term  of  service  covered  a  little  more  than 
nine  years.  These  were  years  of  toil,  earnest  and  untiring,  and 
resulted  in  great  blessing  to  all  concerned.  ISTearly  two  hundred 
united  with  the  church,  of  which  number  more  than  one  hundred 
were  baptized. 

Dr.  McWhinnie's  work  was  characterized  by  his  high  sense  of 
truth  and  his  faitliful  declaration  of  it  in  public  and  private.  He 
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had  decided  opinions  and  proclaimed  them.  A  clear  liead  and 
warm  heart  united  in  the  service,  and  abiding  results  followed. 

Contrary  to  the  wishes  of  many,  but  in  obedience  to  what 
seemed  to  him  the  call  of  duty,  he  closed  his  labors  as  pastor  of 
this  church  on  the  twentieth  of  April,  18«S4. 

Then  followed  months  of  watching  and  waiting  —  the  church 
watched  and  candidates  waited.  Quiet,  though  aggressive  steps 
were  taken  to  secure  the  right  man.  Pulpits  far  and  near  were 
"  shadowed."  Letters  long  and  short  —  but  many  of  them  —  were 
received  and  sent.  The  beardless  youth  from  the  Seminary,  and 
the  grey-haired  veteran  in  active  service  was  examined.  At  last, 
in  March  of  18S5,  the  summons  came  to  Rev.  Geo.  C.  Baldwin  jr., 
of  Bennington,  Vt.,  but  he  heard  the  call  of  his  Master  to  other 
fields  and  could  not  respond  to  this. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  October,  1885  a  call  was  extended  to  the 
present  pastor,  Albert  T.  Dunn,  which  was  accepted  and  the  term 
of  office  began  November  1. 

This  historic  sketch  has  followed  the  line  of  the  pastorates,  not 
with  the  design  of  giving  to  the  pastors  undue  prominence,  but 
rather  to  make  of  them  the  means  by  which  the  different  phases  of 
church  life  and  growth  might  be  traced.  The  men  wh  o  have  labored 
here  for  years,  even  a  few,  have  left  their  impress,  and  each  has 
given  an  uplift  to  the  work  in  his  own  peculiar  way.  Unlike  in 
very  much,  they  have  yet  been  the  same  in  spirit  and  purpose. 

Examined  at  almost  any  point  of  its  history  the  church  reveals  a 
strong  and  forceful  character.  There  have  been  dark  days,  but 
strong  men  and  faithful  women  have  at  such  times  only  stood  the 
more  closely.  The  church  has  been  rich  in  its  spirit  of  prayer, 
and  strong  in  the  loyalty  and  devotion  of  the  members. 

During  these  changes  of  fifty  years  the  office  of  deacon  has  been 
no  sinecure,  and  those  who  have  been  chosen  to  this  office  have 
proved  themselves  worthy  and  efficient.  Some  have  seiwed  for  a 
long  term  of  years,  and  all  have  made  a  most  commendable  record. 
Connected  with  this  office  are  found  the  names  of  Byron  Green- 
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ough,  John  Pearson,  Lewis  J.  Sturtevant,  Henry  B.  Hart,  Alfred 
Haskell,  Joseph  L.  Kelley,  Jesse  Redlon,  i^ehemiah  D.  Curtis, 
and  the  members  of  the  present  board  who  have  been  faithfully  at 
their  post  for  more  than  twenty  years,  John  C.  Phenix,  Charles  A. 
B.  Morse  and  Thomas  Lynch.  These  brethren  have  gained  to 
themselves  '•  a  good  standing,"  having  served  well  as  deacons. 

Among  the  "  features  "  which  mark  this  history  is  the  evident 
missionary  spirit.  Since  the  earliest  record  there  has  ever  been 
manifest  a  care  for  others.  The  various  benevolent  enterprises 
and  channels  for  Christian  benefaction  have  not  been  overlooked. 
Both  money  and  men  have  been  followed  by  earnest  prayer 
as  they  have  gone  forth  to  enrich  the  world.  The  hearts 
of  many  are  today  wedded  to  the  fields  which  stretch  out 
beyond,  because  in  their  fields  are  trophies  of  your  gifts  and 
prayers.  ISTot  alone  of  money  has  this  church  made  her  gifts;  but, 
better  far,  of  consecrated  lives,  —  of  men  who  have  heard  the 
divine  call  and  have  gone  forth  to  proclaim  the  glad  message.  We 
have  today  Webster  in  Burma,  Elder  -and  King  in  New  York, 
Curtis,  Palmer  and  Hart  in  Maine,  Eveleth  in  New  Hampshire, 
and  Lynch  in  Virginia  —  all  men  in  the  active  work  of  the  minis- 
try, and  doing  a  work  of  which  we  may  well  be  pleased,  if  not 
proud.    Others  too  have  been  of  this  class,  but  have  retired. 

In  the  work  of  the  Sunday-school  the  church  has  found  its 
opportunity  for  instructing  and  training  the  young.  Hundreds 
have  found  this  weekly  service  the  entrance  to  a  life  of  consecra- 
tion and  activity.  From  the  first  days  of  the  church  this  depart- 
ment has  been  esteemed  essential  to  the  highest  interest  and  truest 
efiiciency. 

The  members  of  this  church  have  ever  felt  an  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  civil  and  political  life;  and  among  the  names  of  those 
who  have  been  leaders  in  the  affairs  of  the  city.  State  and  nation 
do  we  find  those  of  this  people.  In  halls  of  legislation,  in  munici- 
])al  service  and  at  the  ballot  box  men  have  been  intelligently  true; 
and  when  the  cry  "To  arms!"  reached  the  hills  of  Maine,  our 
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brethren  were  not  slow  to  catch  the  call,  and  many  of  them  went 
forth  —  some  never  to  return. 

The  dark  days  of  our  civil  conflict  cast  their  shadows  over  many 
of  our  homes;  but  perhaps  none  was  more  dense  than  that  which 
enshrouded  the  home  of  the  honored  pastor  of  this  church.  A 
young  man,  the  pastor's  lirst-born,  was  baptized  July  4,  1858,  and 
five  years  later  laid  his  life  at  his  country's  altar;  and  today  an 
honorable  body  of  veterans  of  this  city  honors  itself  as  well  as 
others  by  taking  to  itself  the  name  of  Bosworth  Post,  G.  A.  R. 

Our  record  is  not  long,  compared  with  many  others;  but  it  is  the 
only  record  of  church  life  that  some  have  ever  seen.  There  may 
not  be  found  in  it  much  of  dazzling  brilliancy,  as  men  make  esti- 
mate, but  there  is  ever  to  be  seen  a  clear,  fixed  and  steady  light 
which  has  proved  the  beacon  of  hope  to  many  a  storm-tossed 
mariner. 

During  this  brief  half-century,  there  have  been  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  ninety-five  persons  connected  with  the  church, 
more  than  one-half  of  whom  have  here  accepted  the  truth  and 
entered  the  new  life.  We  have  today  a  total  membership  of  four 
hundred  and  six,  most  of  which  number  are  in  active  service. 

With  gratitude  to  God  for  what  he  has  wrought  for  the  church 
and  by  the  church;  with  hearts  inspired  by  sacred  memories,  and 
fresh  recitals;  with  desires  quickened  by  the  present  joy  and 
strengthened  by  hope  for  the  future,  we  give  ourselves  anew  to  the 
work  at  hand,  assured  that  we  must  honor  the  past  by  making 
most  honorable  the  present.  With  our  faces  to  the  front,  our 
feet  in  the  path  of  duty,  our  hearts  open  to  the  divine  call,  we  will 
follow  our  Master  and  ascribe  to  Him  the  praise  —  saying  from 
our  hearts,  "  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  Thy 
name  give  glory,  for  Thy  mercy  and  Thy  truth's  sake." 

Prayer  —  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Stockbridge,  d.d. 
Hymn  —  by  the  Choir  and  Congregation. 
Benediction  —  by  the  Pastor. 
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At  the  close  of  the  service  many  lingered  to  take  by 
the  hand  the  ex-pastors  of  the  church  who  were  present, 
and  also  to  greet  former  members  of  the  church  who  had 
returned  to  revive  precious  memories  of  days  gone  by. 

In  tlie  Sunday-school  the  usual  exercises  were  omitted, 
and  instead,  after  the  opening  services,  there  were  short 
addresses  by  former  superintendents ;  viz.,  Hanson  M. 
Hart,  Lewis  B.  Smith,  Thomas  Lynch,  George  F.  Emery, 
J.  C.  Phenix,  and  H.  S.  Melcher.  Dr.  Bosworth  reported 
for  his  son,  George  M.  Bosworth,  a  former  superintend- 
ent, who  was  not  able  to  be  present.  Each  recalled  many 
interesting  incidents  in  connection  with  the  school,  and 
expressed  a  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  it. 

SUNDAY  AF-TBRNOON. 

The  communion  services  were  largely  attended,  and 
among  those  present  were  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Hart  and  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  S.  Kelley,  of  the  original  members,  of  whom 
they  were  the  only  survivors,  except  Mrs.  Mary  M.  (Col- 
cord)  Shirley,  and  Mrs.  Catharine  Greenough.  Drs. 
Bosworth  and  Stockbridge  participated  in  the  devotional 
exercises,  and  the  occasion  was  one  of  unusual  interest 
and  impressiveness,  but  of  a  nature  incapable  of  being 
reported.    The  closing  hymn  was  "  Blest  be  the  tie,"  etc. 

SUNDAV  ElVENINa. 
A  crowded  house  at  an  early  hour  attested  the  interest 
centering  in  the  Sunday-school,  to  whose  anniversary 
tlie  evening  was  devoted.  To  previous  adornments  was 
added  on  the  wall  behind  the  pulpit  the  Prize  Flag  from 
Chicago,  whose  history  is  told  in  the  paper  by  Mr.  True. 
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Order  of  Exercises, 
organ  voluntary. 

Singing. 

Invocation,  Rev.  A.  T.  Dunn,  Pastor. 

Responsive  Reading. 

Supt. — Come  hither  and  hear  the  words  of  the  Lord  your  God. 

School. — More  to  be  desired  are  they  than  gold,  yea,  than  much 
fine  gold, 

Siq)t. — And  ye  shall  hallow  the  fiftieth  3^ear,  and  proclaim  lib- 
erty throughout  the  land  unto  all  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

School. — A  jubilee  shall  that  fiftieth  year  be  unto  you. 

SiqH. — Ye  shall  not  therefore  oppress  one  another;  but  thou 
shalt  fear  thy  God : 

School. — Wherefore  ye  shall  do  my  statutes,  and  keep  my  judg- 
ments, and  do  them. 

Supt. — Let  us  come  before  his  presence  with  thanksgiving,  and 
make  a  joyful  noise  unto  him.  with  psalms. 

School. — Enter  into  his  gates  with  thanksgiving,  and  into  his 
courts  with  praise. 

Su2)t. — I  will  mention  the  loving  kindness  of  Hk;  Lord,  accord- 
ing to  all  that  the  Lord  hatli  bestowed  on  us; 

School. — And  the  great  goodness  toward  the  house  of  Isi-acl, 
which  he  hath  l)estowed  on  them  according  to  his  menties. 

Supt. — Thy  testimonies  that  thou  hast  commanded  are  rigliteous 
and  very  faitliful. 

School. — The  righteousness  of  thy  testimonies  is  everlasting. 

Supt. — Thy  word  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet  and  a  light  unto  my 
path. 

School. — Blessed  are  they  that  hear  the  word  of  (Jod  and  keep  il. 

Supt. — The  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  shall  be  glad  for 
them; 

School. — And  the  desert  shall  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose. 

Supt. — He  that  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place  of  th(;  Most  IIii;h 
shall  abide  under  the  shadow  of  the  Almighty. 

School. — He  shall  give  his  angels  charge  over  thee  to  keep  thee 
in  all  thy  ways. 
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Supt.~Wh.Sit  shall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits 
toward  me. 

School. — I  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord  now  in  the  presence 
of  all  his  people. 

Supt. — Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his  name. 

School. — Glory  and  honor  are  in  his  presence;  strength  and 
gladness  are  in  his  place. 

Supt. — To  obey  is  better  than  sacrifice. 

School. — And  to  hearken  than  the  fat  of  rams. 

Supt. — Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart; 

School. — For  they  shall  see  God. 

Supt. — Blessed  are  the  peacemakers; 

School. — For  they  shall  be  called  the  children  of  God. 

Supt. — In  my  Father's  house  are  many  mansions. 

School. — I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you. 

Supt. — Flesh  and  blood  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God. 

School. — Neither  doth  corruption  inherit  incorruption. 

Supt. — And  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth  understanding, 
shall  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  through  Christ  Jesus. 

School. — God  be  merciful  unto  us  and  bless  us,  and  cause  his 
face  to  shine  upon  us. 

Supt. — Lord,  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us. 

School. — His  countenance  shall  behold  the  upright. 

Supt. — I^ow  unto  him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly 
above  all  that  we  ask  or  think, 

School. — Unto  him  be  glory  in  the  church  by  Christ  Jesus 
throughout  all  ages,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

Childiien's  Chorus,  "  Come  Children,  lift  your  voices." 

Prayer,  Rev.  A.  K.  P.  Small,  d.d. 
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ANNIVERSARY  HYMN. 
BY  MISS  ELLEN  TRUE. 

—  Harwell.    (Baptist  Hymnal,  page  7 
I 

Kaise  the  voice  in  notes  of  gladness, 

For  the  heart  is  filled  with  praise, 
As  we  pause  now  in  the  cycle, 

Looking  back  on  many  days. 
Then  with  joyful  intonation. 

Let  our  lips  our  thoughts  express, 
And  this  song  shall  echo  grandly 

Sounding  forth  our  thankfulness. 

II 

God's  own  hand  our  school  has  planted. 

And  the  years  so  quickly  flown 
Oft  have  shown  in  tender  fruitage 

That  the  seed  is  still  His  own. 
Strengthen  us.  Almighty  Maker, 

Twine  us  closer  to  the  Vine, 
Train  the  new-grown  branches  upward. 

Make  our  nature  more  like  Thine. 

Ill 

Welcome  all,  on  this  fair  Sabbath; 

May  rich  blessings  of  the  past 
And  this  hour  anon  returning, 

Give  us  courage  that  shall  last. 
God  of  Love,  renewed  aid  profPer, 

For  we  see  the  whitened  field; 
Thrilled  with  hope  we  reach  the  sickle, 

Sure  thou  wilt  the  increase  yield. 
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The  history  of  the  Sunday-school  was  divided  into  two 
epochs,  of  twenty-five  years  each.  That  for  the  first,  an 
abstract  of  which  follows,  was  prepared  by 

LEWIS  B.  SMITH. 

At  a  meeting  held  by  the  Free  Street  Baptist  Society,  August  23, 
1836,  it  was  voted  to  form  a  Sunday-school  society,  to  be  called 
the  Free  Street  Sunday-school  Society.  At  that  meeting  Byron 
Greenough,  Charles  Kent,  and  Henry  B.  Hart,  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  draft  a  constitution  and  by-laws  for  the  regulation 
of  the  society.  The  constitution  consisted  of  five  articles,  and 
by-laws  eight.  Having  adopted  these  "  Articles  of  law  and  regu- 
lation," they  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  teachers,  and 
committee.  At  the  first  session  of  the  school  there  were  present 
seventeen  teachers  and  seventy  scholars.  The  first  year  closed 
with  twenty-nine  teachers  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  pupils  —  a 
per  cent  of  increase  that  justified  the  exultant  declaration  appear- 
ing in  the  secretary's  report,  that  the  school  was  "  progressing  in 
an  onward  march,  outdone  by  no  school  in  the  city."  During  the 
first  year  sixteen  members  of  the  school  were  received  into  the 
church.  In  the  line  of  succession  the  presidents  of  the  school 
have  been:  — 

Byron  Greenough,  from  1836  to  1837. 

Rev.  Thos.  O.  Lincoln,  from  1837  to  1842. 

Rev.  Lewis  Colby,  from  1842  to  1844. 

Rev.  J.  S.  Eaton,  from  1844  to  1854. 

Byron  Greenough,  from  1854  to  1855. 

Rev.  Geo.  W.  Bosworth,  from  1855  to  1861. 
And  continuing  for  the  same  period,  superintendents  have  occu- 
pied the  office :  — 

Henry  B.  Hart,  from  1836  to  1844. 

Francis  Edmund,  from  1844  to  1846. 

Jonas  W.  Clark,  from  1846  to  1850. 

Hanson  M.  Hart,  from  1850  to  1853. 
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Mr.  Hart  was  unanimously  re-elected  for  another  term,  but 
declined  to  serve,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  Eben  Seavy  was 
elected  superintendent.  He  served  until  March  23,  1854,  when 
he  resigned  on  account  of  moving  to  Boston.  His  resignation 
was  not  accepted,  and  he  held  the  office  until  his  term  expired. 
In  the  meantime  the  place  was  supplied  by  creating  a  new  office, 
that  of  assistant  superintendent,  Lewis  B.  Smith  being  elected  to 
fill  it,  and  at  the  annual  meeting,  August  28,  1854,  he  was  elected 
superintendent,  and  remained  in  that  office  until  August,  1857. 
Then  follows  Joshua  AYaterhouse,  from  1847  to  1858;  Thomas 
Lynch,  from  1858  to  1859;  George  F.  Emery,  from  1851)  to  1801. 

Three  of  the  presidents  and  four  of  the  superintendents  have 
died,  two  of  the  former  and  five  of  the  latter  remain,  and  recall 
in  memory's  sweet  encore  the  deeds  of  those,  whose  mission  filled, 
borne  on  the  wings  of  an  abiding  faith,  have  reached  the  goal  of 
an  eternal  rest.  There  is  a  tradition  that  connects  the  name  of 
C.  W.  Austin  with  the  office  of  superintendent,  for  a  short  time, 
the  reason  for  the  brevity  of  it  being  "  ill  health,"  and  his  occu- 
pation a  "physician,"  and  I  fail  to  find  among  our  people  a 
memory  active  enough  to  recall  the  time  or  presence  of  such  a 
person.  The  exact  date  when  the  infant  department  of  the  school 
was  established  is  not  definitely  known.  The  first  missionary 
work  entered  upon  by  the  church  was  inaugurated  by  its  Sunday- 
school. 

In  September,  1831,  a  Sunday-school  was  opened,  under  the 
management  of  the  officers  and  teachers  of  this  school,  on  Brack- 
ett  street.  Its  sessions  were  held  in  a  ward  room  of  tlu;  city,  and 
was  known  as  the  "  Brackett  Street  Sunday-school."  Its  schol- 
ars were  mainly  from  families  who  were  not  attending  any  church. 

This  school  was  the  first  religious  organization  in  Portland  for 
the  people  living  west  of  State  street  and  south  of  Congress. 

The  school  continued  until  1843,  when  the  field  was  surrendered 
to  the  members  of  the  Pine  Street  Methodist  church.  The  super- 
intendents of  the  Brackett  street  school  were  llcnry  Ilsley  jr., 
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and  Jonas  W.  Clark.  The  "Sunday-school  concert"  was  a 
meeting  of  prayer,  held  on  the  second  Monday  evening  of  each 
month;  once  in  three  months  a  "  union  Sunday-school  concert" 
was  held  by  all  the  schools  in  the  city. 

To  make  this  narrative  more  complete  it  is  possible  I  should 
make  reference  to  the  service  of  individuals,  on  whom  the  "  bur- 
dens "  of  the  early  days  were  laid,  but  I  might  not  be  just. 
"  Their  praise  is  hymned  by  loftier  harps  than  mine."  It  was  by 
the  hands  of  all  the  garden  was  planted  that  has  supplied  the 
feast,  of  which  we  who  abide  freely  partake. 

Mr.  Smith,  in  closing,  paid  a  touching  tribute  to  his 
mother,  under  whose  influence  he  was  induced  to  join  the 
Sunday-school,  reflecting  honor  on  her  memory,  and  emi- 
nently suggestive  to  all  parental  hearts. 

After  singing,  the  history  of  the  last  twenty-five  years, 
an  abstract  of  which  follows,  was  read  by 

CHARLES  A.  TRUE. 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  October  16,  1861,  W.  H.  S.  Clar- 
idge  was  elected  superintendent,  and  Mrs.  Eaton,  the  wife  of  the 
pastor,  assistant  superintendent.  A  visiting  committee  was  also 
appointed,  consisting  of  Byron  Greenough,  H.  M.  Hart,  and 
Phineas  Barnes.  A  committee  was  also  raised  to  look  after  the 
wants  of  destitute  children,  with  authority  to  draw  on  the  Treas- 
urer, F.  W.  McKenney,  to  meet  the  same. 

Mrs.  Eaton  was  chosen  assistant  superintendent  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  but  forewarned  by  her  former  refusal  to  serve,  the  super- 
intendent and  president  were  empowered  to  fill  any  vacancy  that 
might  occur.  Mr.  Claridgc  served  as  superintendent  for  two 
years. 

At  the  election  for  1863-64,  Enoch  Egginton  was  chosen  super- 
intendent, Lewis  B.  Smith,  superintendent  of  the  infant  depart- 
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ment,  and  F.  W.  McKenney  secretary  and  treasurer.  The 
piano,  now  in  use,  was  purchased  shortly  l)etore  this.  Monthly 
teachers'  meetings  were  provided  for,  and  held  lor  s(;veral  months. 
At  one  of  these,  N.  I).  Curtis,  E.  Egginton,  and  Prentice  C.  Man- 
ning, were  appointed  a  committee  to  procure  new  settees  for  the 
vestry,  resulting  in  providing  those  now  in  use. 

A  noteworthy  event  in  this  school  year  was  the  reception  of  the 
blue  silk  banner,  which  has  ornamented  our  vestry  wall  since  that 
time.  It  was  the  gift  of  a  Mr.  Bartree,  of  Chicago,  through  the 
North  Star  Mission  of  that  city,  and  was  the  prize  won  by  the 
school  for  securing  more  scholars  within  a  certain  time  than  any 
other  school  in  the  city.  When  the  count  was  made  our  school 
had  gained  one  hundred  and  nine  new  scholars,  while  no  other 
school  had  more  than  twenty-five.  A  general  good  time  in  March 
of  1864  was  held  in  the  vestry,  with  exhibitions  of  fancy  glass- 
blowing  and  refreshments  for  the  children.  The  banner  was  pre- 
sented by  Supt.  Egginton,  and  received  by  Dr.  Bos  worth.  Geo. 
F.  Emery,  Esq.,  offered  a  set  of  resolutions,  which  were  adopted, 
and  a  copy  of  them  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  sent 
to  the  donor.  The  sequel  to  this  incident  occurred  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1885,  when  Kev.  Mr.  Wren,  of  Cambridgeport,  supplied 
the  pulpit  one  Sunday.  On  entering  the  vestry  he  saw  the  ban- 
ner, '<md  in  a  short  speech  to  the  school  told  the  scholars  that  he 
was  in  charge  of  the  North  Star  Mission  of  Chicago  in  18(54,  when 
this  banner  was  presented  to  the  school. 

Very  interesting  also  is  the  record  of  this  year  on  the  matter  of 
a  Sunday-school  picnic,  and  judging  from  the  time  spent  upon  it 
and  the  space  devoted  to  it  in  the  records,  it  must  have  been  a 
decidedly  elaborate  affair.  A  committee  of  ten  was  first  chosen 
to  have  charge  of  the  matter,  with  power  to  increase  their  num- 
ber at  discretion.  Two  sub-committees  were  selected,  one  to 
determine  the  advantages  of  land,  the  oIIku'  those  of  water.  The 
record  goes  on  to  state,  "  after  much  debate  the  (piestion  of  the 
expediency  of  a  general  table  was  laid  over  until  the  next  meet- 
ing.    It  states  further,  ''The  remainder  of  the  evening  was 
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spent  in  conversation  and  planning,  and  many  wise  suggestions 
were  elicited."  Naturally  enough,  the  trip  by  water  was  pre- 
ferred, and  it  was  voted  "  to  go  to  the  Islands,"  and  that  "  Pleas- 
ant Cove  shall  be  the  landing  place,"  and  that  "  we  have  a  gen- 
eral table,"  and  "  that  the  day  be  Tuesday,  July  28,"  and  "that 
we  start  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,"  and  "  that  the  tickets 
be,  for  children,  twenty-five  cents,  and  for  adults,  forty  cents," 
and  "  that  the  table  committee  consist  of  all  the  teachers,  with 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Hart,  Mrs.  Lewis  B.  Smith,  Mrs.  Morse,  Mrs.  Eggin- 
ton,  and  Mrs.  Eaton,  added." 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  September  19, 1864,  the  same  officers, 
the  assistant  superintendent  excepted,  were  elected.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Howard  was  chosen  for  this  position.  The  superintendent,  owing 
to  poor  health  and  business  engagements,  declined  to  accept  the 
position,  but  as  no  record  appears  of  the  choice  of  any  person  in 
his  place,  it  is  supposed  he  afterward  reconsidered  the  matter. 
The  library  was  a  matter  much  considered  in  these  days,  and 
those  who  had  it  in  charge  were  very  much  in  earnest  in  the 
work.  Mr.  P.  C.  Manning  had  control  of  it  for  six  years,  from 
1859  to  1865.  At  a  meeting  held  February  13,  1865,  one  hundred 
dollars  was  appropriated  for  this  purpose.  In  May  of  1865  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  consider  the  best  time  for  holding  con- 
certs, who  reported  a  month  later  that  the  afternoon  was  the  best 
time  therefor,  and  for  several  years  they  were  so  held. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  August  14,  1865,  Dr.  Bosworth  was 
chosen  president,  H.  M.  Hart  superintendent,  and  Geo.  M.  Bos- 
worth secretary  and  treasurer.  Mr.  Hart  declined.  Deacon  J. 
C.  Phenix  was  unanimously  chosen  in  his  stead.  A  change  of 
clergymen  took  place  after  the  annual  election,  and  Dr.  Stock- 
bridge  was  chosen  president  December  11, 1865.  The  same  meet- 
ing decided  to  hold  a  levee  in  the  vestry  Christmas  night,  and  to 
de(H)rate  the  room  with  evergreens;  the  whole  matter  was  referred 
to  a  committee  of  twenty-one,  who  were  empowered  to  increase 
their  number.  March  25,  1866,  Mr.  Bosworth  resigned  as  sec- 
retary and  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Wilfred  Barnes  was  chosen  in  his 
stead. 
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A  new  branch  of  work  was  developed  during  this  year  in  the 
establishment  of  a  mission  school  on  Vaughan  street.  The  mem- 
orandum made  by  the  secretary  states  it  thus:  "  At  a  meeting  of 
several  of  the  members  of  Free  Street  Church,  held  in  the  vestry 
Monday  evening,  June  25,  1866,  it  was  decided  that  a  mission 
school  be  started  as  a  branch  of  the  Free  Street  Sunday-school,  in 
the  school-house  on  Vaughan  street,  near  Brackett,  provided  the 
schoolroom  could  be  obtained,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  schol- 
ars be  induced  to  come.  On  the  following  Sunday  this  mission 
school  was  adopted  by  the  Free  Street  school  as  a  branch,  and  Bro. 
Curtis  was  chosen  president  pro  tern.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day  the  school  was  opened  at  the  school-house,  and  forty- 
seven  scholars  were  present,  beside  a  large  number  of  friends 
who  had  come  in  by  invitation.  This  was  the  first  session  of  the 
mission  school."  H.  M.  Maling  was  elected  superintendent,  D. 
P.  H.  Lockhart  assistant  superintendent,  and  W.  Barnes  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  The  attendance  at  the  mission  school  for  the 
next  year  averaged  about  ninety,  forty-seven  scholars,  and  the 
remainder  from  the  parent  school.  The  same  officers  —  save  Geo. 
M.  Bosworth,  who  was  elected  to  succeed  Mr.  Lockhart  —  had 
charge  of  the  mission  until  October,  1867,  when  Mr.  Elias  Chase 
was  chosen  superintendent.  In  the  late  fall  of  1868,  owing  to  the 
lack  of  interest  felt  in  the  enterprise,  and  the  difficulty  experi- 
enced in  making  arrangements  with  the  city  about  the  room,  the 
mission  was  discontinued. 

A  meeting  of  the  teachers  was  held  August  13,  1866,  when  the 
committee  chosen  at  the  meeting  of  December  11, 1865,  was  dis- 
missed, and  Messrs.  Geo.  F.  Emery,  H.  S.  Melcher,  and  W.  H. 
Howard,  were  selected  to  revise  the  constitution  and  by-laws,  and 
rei)ort  at  the  next  meeting.  At  the  annual  meeting,  August  27, 
1S66,  they  rei)orted  a  new  constitution  and  by-laws,  which  were 
adopted,  and  under  them  the  school  has  acted  ever  since.  The 
year  thus  entered  upon  was  a  successful  one,  and  at  the  annual 
meeting,  September  30,  1867,  Dea.  D.  Curtis  was  chosen  super- 
intendent, and  J.  A.  King,  assistant.    No  change  was  made  in  the 
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office  of  secretary,  and  M.  M.  Duroy  Jr.,  wa^  chosen  librarian. 
Among  the  records  of  the  meeting  occurs  the  sentence:  "Mrs. 
Douglas  was  appointed  to  look  after  the  poor  of  the  Sunday- 
school."  For  years  the  task  thus  laid  upon  her  has  been  faith- 
fully met,  and  constant  and  unwearied  has  been  the  performance 
of  her  duties. 

The  next  record  which  attracts  our  notice  is  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  1868.  J.  A,  King  was  made  superintendent,  but  declined 
to  accept,  and  Dea.  D.  Curtis  was  chosen;  Geo.  F.  Emery  was 
chosen  assistant  superintendent.  Wilfred  Barnes  gave  up  the 
secretary's  position,  and  Charles  Eveleth  was  elected  in  his  place. 
There  are  no  school  records  from  this  date  to  1869,  accounted  for 
by  the  change  of  officers,  and  the  fact  that  for  part  of  the  time 
there  was  no  settled  minister.  When  the  fall  meeting  in  1869 
was  held,  Dr.  Small  was  chosen  superintendent,  and  H.  S.  Melcher 
assistant  superintendent,  with  Chas.  G.  Lynch  for  secretary  and 
treasurer.  Dr.  Small  did  not  care  to  serve  as  superintendent,  and 
by  common  consent  Geo.  F.  Emery  conducted  the  affairs  of  the 
school  for  the  year.  In  consequence  of  changes  of  officers  occur- 
ring this  year  also,  the  records  were  imperfectly  kept,  but  this  is 
the  first  year  since  1860  which  supplies  us  with  any  statistics,  and 
from  them  we  find  the  school  then  had  two  hundred  scholars, 
divided  into  twenty-four  classes,  and  an  average  attendance  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy.  The  anniversary  exercises  of  the 
year  1870  made  a  lasting  impression  on  many  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  school.  Each  class  selected  a  flower  for  its 
name.  An  original  song  set  to  the  tune  of  "  the  Battle  Cry  of 
Freedom,"  entitled  the  "  Floral  Welcome,"  was  sung,  each  class 
being  introduced  by  its  appropriate  name,  and  singing  an  appro- 
priate line,  and  all  uniting  in  the  chorus.  Six  verses  of  eight 
lines  each  were  required  to  get  in  the  classes,  and  the  chorus  was 
sung  at  the  end  of  each  verse.  It  might  have  been  tiresome  for 
the  pianist,  but  the  boys  liked  it,  and  when  the  last  two  lines  of 
the  eighth  verse  sounded  out  with 

"Here  the  Laurel  crowns  the  whole,  and  unites  with  all  the  school 
To  swell  the  chorus  full  of  joyful  welcome," 
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the  chorus  swelled  as  loudly  as  the  younger  portion  of  the  school 
could  make  it.  The  exercise  was  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  chil- 
dren were  wide  ii.wake,  and  able  to  enjoy  it.  At  the  close  of  the 
exercises  in  the  evening  a  gold-headed  cane  was  presented  to  the 
acting  superintendent,  and  he  has  carried  it  ever  since. 

A  new  list  of  officers  was  chosen  at  the  annual  meeting,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1870.  H.  S.  Melcher  was  made  superintendent,  F.  W. 
McKenney  assistant,  Geo.  H.  Curtis  secretary  and  treasurer,  and 
Charles  Eveleth  librarian.  The  school  increased  in  numbers  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  secretary's  record  for  that  year  gave  two 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  belonging  to  the  school,  with  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  eight  from 
the  school  had  united  with  the  church.  Shortly  after  this  the 
young  people  connected  with  the  church  formed  a  society  known 
as  the  Young  People's  Literary  Society  of  Free  Street.  This 
society  met  regularly  in  the  vestry,  and  its  meetings  were  devoted 
to  essays,  debates,  papers,  etc.  The  body  flourished  for  some  lit- 
tle time,  and  the  mottoes  which  hang  on  the  walls  of  the  vestry 
and  the  picture  behind  the  superintendent's  desk,  were  presented 
by  it  to  the  school.  At  the  annual  meeting,  held  September  25, 
1871,  A.  W.  Small  —  now  professor  of  History  at  Colby  Univer- 
sity—  was  chosen  librarian,  and  the  remaining  officers  were 
re-elected.  Delegates  were  also  chosen  to  attend  the  Cumberland 
County  Sunday-school  Association  held  at  Little  Falls,  AVindliani. 
Mr.  M.  L.  Williams  served  the  school  as  secretary  and  treasurer 
for  part  of  the  year,  though  there  is  no  record  of  his  election,  but 
under  date  of  July  28,  1872,  occurs  his  resignation,  and  Mr.  L. 
D.  Austin  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Mr.  Austin  held  the 
position  for  five  years,  four  successively,  and  the  other  after  an 
interim  of  one  year.  This  was  a  prosperous  year,  shown  by 
increased  attendance,  and  by  the  nineteen  who  united  with  the 
church  from  the  school.  There  were  three  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-six enrolled,  and  the  attendance  averaged  one  hundred  and 
seventy-four.  The  same  officers  administered  its  affairs  for 
the  next  year,  and  Geo.  A.  Deering  was  chosen  librarian.  Dur- 
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ing  this  year  a  new  mission  school  was  begun,  known  as  the 
Deering  Bridge  Sunday-school,  located  just  beyond  Deering 
Bridge.  It  was  organized  April  20,  1873,  with  ten  teachers  and 
forty-three  scholars.  Free  Street  furnished  the  teachers,  and  Ply- 
mouth Church  the  superintendent.  At  the  close  of  the  first  year 
of  this  school  it  had  thirteen  teachers  and  ninety-eight  scholars, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  sixty-seven.  Their  collections  for 
the  same  time  amounted  to  $98.23.  Quite  an  amount  of  strictly 
mission  work  was  done  here,  and  during  the  same  year  thirty  gar- 
ments were  made,  and  with  twelve  pair  of  shoes  and  sixty  dollars 
in  money,  given  to  the  poor.  At  least  thirty  poor  children  who  had 
not  decent  clothing,  were  clothed  and  gathered  into  the  school. 
The  mission  existed  for  seven  years,  and  after  Mr.  Hierlihy,  the 
first  superintendent,  gave  up  his  position,  he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Rufus  Lamson,  Mr.  B.  F.  Strickland,  and  Mr.  H.  S.  Colby. 
To  no  one  person  did  the  mission  owe  so  much  as  to  Bro.  Colby, 
who  was  a  tireless  worker  from  the  time  it  was  established  till  it 
was  closed,  xlpril  18, 1880. 

C.  Fred.  Morse  was  elected  librarian  in  1873,  and  the  rest  of 
the  old  list  again  chosen.  The  report  of  the  secretary  for  1873- 
74  shows  that  the  school  numbered  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine,  with  thirty  teachers ;  that  it  had  an  average  attendance  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  that  fourteen  persons  had 
united  therefrom  with  the  church.  The  annual  meeting  resulted 
in  the  unanimous  re-election  of  all  the  old  officers. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  on  Saturday  evenings.  The 
school  kept  on  increasing  in  numbers,  amounting  in  1875  to  three 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  the  average  attendance  went  up 
to  one  hundred  and  eighty-six,  while  thirteen  united  with  the 
church.  Dr.  McWhinnie  was  settled  during  this  year.  George 
M.  Bosworth  was  chosen  assistant  superintendent  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  1875,  and  Geo.  A.  Deering  secretary  and  treasurer;  no 
change  occurred  in  the  other  offices.  We  find  a  vote  passed  at 
the  meeting,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Melcher,  "  That  the  librarian 
should  look  up  all  the  records  and  reports  of  the  school,  and  have 
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them  placed  in  the  library."  Whether  this  was  done  or  not  it  is 
quite  impossible  now  to  state,  1)ut  the  scarcity  of  such  documents 
in  the  library  or  elsewhere  compels  the  belief  that  the  attempt 
proved  unsuccessful.  There  were  several  secretaries  this  year, 
and  between  them  the  records  had  a  hard  time  of  it.  To  prevent 
its  recurrence  L.  D.  Austin  was  chosen  secretary,  and  the  remain- 
ing officers  re-elected.  The  year  1876-77  was  one  of  much  spir- 
itual prosperity;  fifty-nine  of  the  school-members  united  with  the 
church,  and  the  school  numbered  at  its  close  three  hundred  and 
sixty  pupils,  with  an  average  attendance  of  two  hundred. 

At  the  school  meeting  in  September,  H.  W.  ISToyes  was  chosen 
secretary  and  treasurer,  and  J,  H.  Morse  librarian,  while  the 
other  officers  were  continued.  Mr.  William  Merrill  served  as 
librarian  the  succeeding  3'ear,  but  again  no  change  occurred  in 
any  other  position.  The  average  school  attendance  was  two  hun- 
dred. The  year  1878-79  is  the  banner  year  of  the  last  twenty- 
five  for  membership  and  attendance,  the  records  showing  three 
hundred  and  sixty  enrolled,  and  an  average  attendance  of  two 
hundred  and  seventeen.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  1879,  J.  A. 
Colley  was  made  librarian,  but  no  change  was  made  in  any  other 
office.  The  work  for  the  year  shows  an  enrollment  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one  members,  and  an  average  attendance  of  two 
hundred,  while  three  united  with  the  church.  In  the  fall  of 
1881,  Mr.  Frank  Haskell  became  librarian.  A  present  of  a  fine 
cabinet  organ  to  the  Infant  Department  by  the  "  Gleaners,"  a 
band  of  young  ladies  organized  for  mission  work,  was  one  of  the 
pleasing  incidents  of  the  year. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Melcher,  who  had  served  the  school  as  superintend- 
ent for  thirteen  consecutive  years,  declined  in  1S8.'»  to  continue 
longer  in  office.  His  term  of  service  was  longer  than  that  of 
any  of  his  predecessors,  and  its  results  attest  the  faithfulness  of 
his  labors.  Over  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  joined  the  church 
from  the  Sunday-school  during  his  term  of  office.  Mr.  Geo.  M. 
Bosworth  was  chosen  superintendent  in  September  9,  188.'^>,  but 
resigned  the  office  on  leaving  the  city,  in  February  of  1884,  and 
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Mr.  H.  W.  i^oyes  was  chosen  in  his  place,  and  has  held  the  posi- 
tion since  that  time.  A  new  feature  introduced  by  Superintend- 
ent JsToyes  has  been  the  observance  of  Children's  Sunday,  and 
more  than  one  hundred  dollars  has  been  given  to  the  American 
Baptist  Publication  Society  in  this  way  by  the  school.  The  pres- 
ent superintendent  and  minister  are  both  life  members  of  the 
society.  The  last  three  years  of  the  school's  existence  have  been 
ones  of  unassuming,  earnest  work,  half  of  the  time  without  any 
settled  minister,  but  in  that  time  nineteen  have  united  with  the 
church,  and  the  average  attendance  has  been  one  hundred  and 
ninety.  There  are  also  at  present  connected  with  the  school  two 
missionary  organizations,  one  known  as  the  "  Willing  Workers" 
and  the  other  as  the  "  Young  Ladies  Mission  Band."  The  for- 
mer was  organized  in  1879,  by  Mrs.  McWhinnie,  and  has  done 
much  for  different  missionaries  and  stations ;  the  latter  is  a  grad- 
uate department  of  the  former,  was  organized  in  1884,  and  has  a 
similar  aim. 

During  the  last  twenty-five  years  of  its  history,  it  is  estimated 
that  five  thousand  dollars  have  been  collected  by  the  school  for 
its  expenses  and  benevolent  work,  while  its  average  attendance 
for  the  past  seventeen  years  has  been  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight.  In  the  year  which  ends  today  the  secretary  and  treasurer 
states  that  the  total  number  at  present  enrolled  is  three  hundred 
and  thirty-five;  the  average  attendance  has  been  one  hundred  and 
ninety-four,  and  the  largest  two  hundred  and  forty-eight;  ,f317.12 
has  been  collected  by  the  school. 

It  is  plain  enough  that  the  figures  given  in  this  summary  way, 
and  the  few  barren  facts  gleaned  here  and  there  from  records  or 
from  memory,  are  not  after  all  the  true  history  of  the  school. 
That  is  written  in  the  mind  and  heart  of  every  sincere  worker 
who  has  belonged  to  it  during  this  time,  and  knows  the  effort  and 
sacrifice  required  by  those  who  patiently  persist  in  the  effort  to 
advance  God's  cause. 

No  school  in  this  city  has  had  for  the  past  quarter  of  a  centur}^ 
a  better  conception  of  its  sacred  work;  none  can  present  more 
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worthy  helpers  in  every  moral  and  religious  enterprise.  The 
men  and  women  now  connected  with  it,  encouraged  and  inspired 
by  former  labors,  will  press  further  on  into  widening  lields  of  use- 
fulness, and  the  boys  and  girls  now  in  it  will  grow  up  to  follow  in 
the  ways  of  their  fathers  and  mothers,  maintain  its  standard  of 
worthy  endeavor,  and  make  its  future  more  successful  than  its 
past. 

The  Children's  Chorus  "Marching  On,"  was  then  sung, 
after  which  the  following  address  was  delivered  by 

REV.  H.  M.  KING  D.D. 

On  the  cross  on  which  the  Saviour  died  was  an  inscription, 
placed  there  by  the  Roman  governor.  That  inscription  was  writ- 
ten in  three  languages,  the  Hebrew,  which  was  the  language  used 
by  the  Jews,  the  Latin,  which  was  the  language  used  by  the 
Roman  government,  and  the  Greek,  which  was  somewhat  preva- 
lent in  that  province.  It  has  been  suggested  that  these  three  lan- 
guages, being  the  three  prominent  languages  of  the  then  known 
world,  indicated  the  progress  and  final  triumph  of  Christianity. 
It  has  also  been  suggested  that  we  have  here  the  language  of 
religion  in  the  Hebrew,  the  language  of  culture  and  philosophy 
in  the  Greek,  and  the  language  of  law  and  government  in  the 
Latin,  intimating  that  Christianity  was  to  influence  man's  entire 
life,  all  the  affairs  with  which  he  has  to  do,  and  was  to  make  its 
power  felt  at  all  points  in  human  experience,  and  in  the  progress 
of  human  society. 

The  Jews,  when  they  found  the  inscription  which  was  placed 
on  the  cross,  were  exceedingly  vexed  and  annoyed  by  it,  and  sent 
a  committee  to  Pilate,  the  Roman  governor,  with  the  recpiest  that 
he  should  modify  it  or  remove  it;  and  then  it  was  that  llie  cow- 
ardly and  vacillating  Pilate,  nerved  to  something  that  seemed  like 
strength  of  will,  resolution  of  purpose,  and  decision  of  character, 
refused  to  yield  to  the  request  of  the  Jews,  and  answered:  "  What 
I  have  written  I  have  written."    I  do  not  propose  to  make  any 
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further  concession  to  you;  I  have  orone  far  enough  in  this  busi- 
ness of  yours;  the  inscription  has  been  made,  and  it  shall  stand; 
the  record  is  there,  and  it  is  unalterable;  what  I  have  written,  I 
have  written. 

This  suggests  to  us  tonight,  as  an  appropriate  thought,  the 
changeless  record  of  life,  the  unalterable  record  which  we  are  all 
making.  At  the  close  of  every  definite  period,  whether  it  be  of 
one  year  or  of  fifty  years,  and  at  the  close  of  life  we  shall  each  of 
us  be  compelled  to  say,  "  What  I  have  written,  I  have  written." 
There  have  been  affections  exercised;  there  have  been  purposes 
formed  and  carried  out;  there  has  been  duty  done  or  undone; 
there  has  been  obedience  or  disobedience  to  God  and  truth  and 
right,  and  the  record  of  the  life  stands,  and  will  stand.  And 
more  than  this,  this  record  is  not  a  single  record.  As  the  inscrip- 
tion on  the  cross  was  manifold,  so  the  record  of  life  which  we 
are  making  is  manifold;  and  as  the  man  who  uses  the  modern 
stylograph,  and  strikes  off  several  impressions  at  the  same  time, 
is  exceedingly  careful  that  every  movement  should  be  a  right 
movement,  so  we,  who  are  writing  from  day  to  day,  and  hour  to 
hour,  and  year  to  j^ear,  the  record  of  life,  should  be  exceedingly 
careful  that  every  act,  and  every  thought,  and  every  desire,  is 
right.  For  we  are  making,  not  a  threefold  record,  but  a  fourfold 
record,  if  I  may  so  call  it. 

There  is,  first,  the  record  which  we  are  making  upon  the  tablet 
of  the  memory;  this  memory  of  ours,  the  faculty  of  the  mind  by 
which  we  not  only  retain  the  knowledge  which  we  acquire,  but 
are  compelled  to  recall  past  events  and  experiences;  this  memory 
of  ours  which  lias  no  power  of  discrimination,  which,  like  a 
sponge,  gathers  into  itself  the  evil  and  the  good,  but  which  has 
not  the  ability  of  the  sponge  to  wipe  out  any  record  which  has 
been  made,  and  which  can  not  unload  itself  of  any  burden  which 
presses  upon  it.  It  may  be  doubted  if  the  memory  ever  loses  its 
hold  of  anything  that  is  stored  there,  if  there  is  any  such  thing 
as  permanent  forgetfulness.  Sometimes  the  record  seems  to  be 
erased  and  written  over,  like  some  old  palimpsest,  but  at  some 
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subsequent  period  the  thing  once  recorded  is  made  to  reap- 
pear. Sometimes  the  record  seems  to  be  stored  away  in  some 
dark,  secret  chamber  of  the  mind,  but  at  length  it  is  brought 
forth  at  an  unexpected  moment,  to  confront  us.  The  aged,  while 
they  may  not  be  able  to  remember  the  things  that  happened  yes- 
terday, remember  the  things  that  happened  a  half  a  century  ago, 
showing  that  they  have  not  been  lost  or  forgotten,  but  only  laid 
aside.  It  is  said  that  the  drowning  man  may  have  flashed  upon 
his  mind,  as  if  by  electricity,  the  whole  record  of  his  life,  which 
he  supposed  had  passed  utterly  from  his  memory. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  memory  will  play  no  small  part 
in  the  punishment  of  the  unbeliever  and  the  impenitent  man  by 
and  by.  Abraham  is  represented  by  Christ  in  the  parable  as  say- 
ing to  Dives,  "Son,  remember."  Many  a  man  would  give  all 
that  he  has  in  the  world  if  he  could  now  blot  out  from  his  mem- 
ory the  record  of  some  wrong  committed,  some  crime  perpe- 
trated, some  misdeed  of  which  he  has  been  guilty.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  the  great  dramatist  makes  Macbeth  say  to  the  doctor: 

'*  Canst  thou  not  minister  to  a  mind  diseas'd ; 
Pluck  from  the  memory  a  rooted  sorrow; 
Raze  out  the  written  troubles  of  the  brain; 
And  with  some  sweet  oblivious  antidote, 
Cleanse  the  stufE'd  bosom  of  that  perilous  stuff, 
Which  weighs  upon  the  heart?"  ' 

Ahl  it  was  a,  rooted  sorrow;  the  troubles  were  written  troubles, 
and  there  was  no  earthly  power  that  could  uproot  the  sorrow,  or 
raze  out  the  troubles. 

I  remember  a  story  that  a  friend  of  mine  in  the  ministry  told 
me  of  a  man  in  his  parish,  who  was  a  dissipated  man.  He  had  a 
boy  attending  school,  and  each  day  as  the  boy  returned  home  he 
would  burst  into  tears  in  his  mother's  presence,  and  say,  "  Mother, 
I  cannot  go  to  school  any  more."  She  said,  "  Why,  Willie?" 
"  Because  they  call  me  a  drunkard's  son,  and  I  cannot  bear  it." 
Day  after  day  he  came  home  with  the  same  complaint.  But  at 
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last  one  evening  he  did  not  return,  and  when  the  shadows  fell 
and  the  night  had  come,  they  made  search  for  Willie,  and  found 
him  not.  All  night  long  they  pursued  their  search,  and  still  they 
did  not  discover  him.  On  the  next  day,  which  was  the  Sabbath, 
they  went  to  the  brook,  which  was  adjacent,  and  there  in  the 
deepest  place  they  found  his  lifeless  body.  He  could  not  bear  to 
be  called  a  drunkard's  son,  and  so  he  had  put  an  end  to  his  sad 
career.  They  took  up  the  little  form,  carried  it  home,  and  laid  it 
in  the  parlor.  In  a  little  while  the  father,  in  a  half-drunken  state, 
came  into  the  house.  At  first  bewildered,  he  could  not  account 
for  the  condition  of  things.  They  led  him  into  the  parlor,  and 
uncovered  the  silent  lifeless  face  of  his  little  boy.  He  quickly 
understood  it  all,  and  reeled,  not  with  a  drunken  frenzy,  but  with 
permanent  insanity.  He  was  taken  to  Blackwell's  Island.  His 
pastor  visited  him  there,  and  as  he  looked  in  through  the  grate  of 
the  cell,  the  man  in  his  frenzy  and  delirium  cried  continually, 
"Where  is  Willie,  where  is  Willie  ?"  His  reason  was  dethroned; 
he  was  no  longer  himself;  and  yet  his  memory  lived,  and  he  knew 
the  sorrow  that  he  had  brought  to  his  home. 

But  there  is  a  second  record  which  we  are  making,  viz.,  the 
record  on  our  own  characters.  What  is  character  but  that  myste- 
rious thing  which  we  call  self,  the  sum  and  aggregate  of  all  that 
is  written  upon  us  by  cherished  desire,  purpose,  and  affection, 
and  by  the  external  influences  to  which  we  are  subjected.  This 
character  of  ours  is  receiving  from  day  to  day  impressions  which 
cannot  be  effaced.  Every  year  writes  its  indelible  record  on  the 
soul.  We  sometimes  talk  about  character  as  having  been  formed, 
about  a  man  of  established  character.  Character  in  this  sense,  as 
being  the  resultant  of  all  that  a  man  thinks,  all  that  he  does,  and 
all  that  is  brought  to  bear  upon  him,  is  never  fully  formed  while 
life  continues.  It  is  more  plastic  in  childhood  than  in  maturity, 
and  more  readily  receives  the  impressions  made  upon  it.  But  it 
never  ceases  to  take  on  new  impressions  and  new  growths.  It  is 
like  the  coral  reef  that  grows  under  the  sea,  little  by  little,  little 
by  little,  until  it  becomes  a  rugged  island. 
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Now  this  character,  I  say,  is  receiving  impressions  from  day  to 
day,  impressions  that  are,  it  may  be,  like  the  scars  which  we 
carry  on  our  bodies,  when  they  have  been  injured  in  any  way.  I 
have  upon  my  thumb  a  scar  which  I  received  when  a  boy.  1 
was  undertaking  to  cut  a  bit  of  hard  candy  to  share  it  with  my 
playmate,  when  the  knife  closed  on  my  thumb,  and  the  cut  was 
made.  It  healed,  but  the  scar  is  there  still.  It  may  be,  if  we 
could  see  these  spirits  of  ours,  we  should  find  them  scarred,  writ- 
ten all  over  by  the  record  of  the  life  which  we  have  been  living. 
We  used  to  hear  sometimes  about  spirit  photographs,  as  if  the 
photograph  of  the  departed  could  be  taken  and  presented  to  the 
living.  I  think  the  delusion  has  pretty  well  disappeared;  and  yet, 
if  it  were  possible  to  take  a  photograph,  not  of  the  departed,  but 
of  the  living  spirit,  and  that  photograph  should  represent  all  that 
is  within  us,  our  actual  state  and  condition,  the  very  essence  of 
our  life,  who  of  us  would  want  to  sit  for  our  pictures?  Even  now 
we  want  all  the  wrinkles  to  be  smoothed  out  and  all  the  rough- 
ness to  be  taken  away,  and  the  artist  who  can  accomplish  this  is 
the  best  artist  for  us.  But  who  of  us  would  want  to  sit  before 
the  camera,  and  have  a  picture  of  his  spirit  taken,  with  all  its 
weaknesses,  and  tendencies,  and  sins,  and  have  it  appear  just  as 
it  must  appear  in  the  eyes  of  Omniscience  ? 

Let  it  never  be  forgotten  that  everything  we  think  and  every- 
thing we  do,  reacts  upon  us,  and  stiffens  into  solid  character,  that 
we  are  making  on  ourselves,  on  our  whole  intellectual,  moral,  and 
spiritual  being  a  solemn  and  imperishable  record,  that  we  are 
being  affected,  molded,  written  all  over  by  the  experiences  of 
these  passing  years.  And  not  only  upon  our  memories  and  upon 
our  own  characters,  are  we  making  a  record,  but  upon  the  char- 
acters of  others.  We  cannot  live  within  and  for  ourselves  alone. 
We  are  situated  in  families,  in  communities,  in  the  niidsl  of  the 
friendships  and  associations  of  life,  and  we  are  infiuencing  for 
good  or  for  evil  those  with  whom  we  have  to  do,  as  they  also  are 
influencing  us  for  good  or  for  evil.  There  is  none  of  us  that  can 
live  entirely  shut  up  within  himself  without  having  moral  healing 
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or  disease  go  forth  from  us  by  outward  contact  and  relationship. 
There  is  no  planet,  however  small  or  inferior,  but  has  its  attend- 
ing stars,  and  sends  its  influence  out  into  systems  beyond.  Kone 
of  us  can  fence  ourselves  in,  and  say  we  will  simply  work  out 
our  own  destiny,  regardless  of  others,  and  of  our  influence  upon 
them.  There  has  not  been  a  boy  or  girl  connected  with  this  Sun- 
day-school, who  has  not  carried  forth  into  manhood  or  woman- 
hood the  influences  received  from  superintendent,  teacher,  or 
classmate. 

I  wish  gratefully  to  acknowledge  at  this  time  the  impressions 
that  were  made  upon  my  own  heart  in  this  school  when  I  was 
connected  with  it.  I  need  not  say,  God  only  knows,  how  mighty 
was  the  influence  in  guiding  my  heart  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  my  footsteps  toward  the  Christian  ministry.  I  shall  never 
forget  the  teachers  at  whose  feet  I  sat,  and  from  whose  lips  I 
learned  lessons  of  truth  and  of  life,  Henry  B.  Hart  and  Levi  F. 
Drake,  of  sainted  memory,  and  Hanson  M.  Hart,  who,  thank  God, 
is  able  to  be  with  us  tonight.  May  God  make  his  days,  as  they 
decline,  the  happiest  and  brightest  period  of  his  life.  The  influ- 
ence of  these  men  upon  my  boyish  heart  and  life,  was  incalcula- 
ble.   It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  estimate  or  express  it. 

"  I  shot  an  arrow  into  the  air, 
It  fell  to  earth,  I  knew  not  where; 
For  so  swiftly  it  flew,  the  sight 
Could  not  follow  it  in  its  flight. 

"  I  breathed  a  song  into  the  air, 
It  fell  to  earth,  I  knew  not  where; 
For  who  has  sight  so  keen  and  strong. 
That  it  can  follow  the  flight  of  song  ? 

"  Long,  long  afterward  in  an  oak, 
I  found  the  arrow  still  unbroke; 
And  the  song  from  beginning  to  end 
I  found  again  in  the  heart  of  a  friend." 

In  the  realm  of  moral  and  spiritual  forces  we  are  all  archers. 
We  place  our  fingers  at  every  moment  on  the  cord,  and  the  bow 


FREE  STREET  SEMI-CENTENNIAL. 


37 


is  bent.  What  shall  it  be?  An  arrow  tipped  with  poison,  the 
poison  of  unbelief,  the  poison  of  evil  influence;  or  shall  it  be  the 
song  of  love,  of  purity  and  of  redemption,  that  goes  forth  from 
us?  It  is  a  serious  thing  for  us  to  remember  that  we  are  writing 
upon  our  memories  a  record  which  we  shall  be  compelled  to  recol- 
lect and  meet;  it  is  a  more  serious  thing  for  us  to  feel  that  we 
are  writing  upon  our  characters  a  record  which  will  at  last  stand 
forth  in  the  light  of  eternity;  it  is  a  still  more  serious  thing  when 
we  remember  that  by  our  life  and  precept  and  example  we  are 
influencing  others  for  their  everlasting  good  or  ill. 

But  there  is  a  fourth  record  that  we  are  making  which  is  the 
most  important  of  all  for  us  to  remember.  I  refer  to  the  record 
which  we  are  making  in  the  great  book  of  accounts,  the  record 
which  we  are  making  in  heaven  from  year  to  year,  and  from 
period  to  period.  Any  proper  faith  in  the  omniscience  of  God, 
without  which  attribute  He  could  not  be  God,  and  any  proper  faith 
in  the  moral  government  of  God  over  this  universe  which  makes 
it  necessary  for  him  to  take  cognizance  of  all  our  deeds  and  even 
of  all  our  thoughts,  must  compel  us  to  believe  that  what  we  speak 
of  figuratively  as  the  final  book  of  accounts,  has  in  it  a  great  and 
solemn  reality.  It  is  declared  that  we  are  to  be  judged  by  the 
things  "  which  are  written  in  the  book";  that  we  are  to  meet  in 
the  next  world  the  record  of  the  life  which  we  have  lived  in  this, 
and  that  by  that  record  we  are  to  be  judged,  and  our  eternal  des- 
tiny is  to  be  fixed.  With  telephonic  accuracy  the  story  of  each 
individual  life  is  repeated  on  high.  Biographies,  even  the  best 
of  them,  written  by  men,  are  imperfect.  But  it  will  not  be  so 
with  the  heavenly  record.  That  will  be  absolutely  correct,  marred 
by  no  inaccuracies  and  no  omissions. 

May  God  help  us  to  remember,  then,  that  with  every  breath  we 
breathe,  with  every  step  we  take,  with  every  word  we  speak,  with 
every  act  we  do,  we  are  making  this  fourfold,  this  solemn  and 
imperishable  record  of  life. 

There  are  two  important  thoughts  which  I  must  suggest  here, 
but  upon  which  I  have  not  time  to  dwell.    The  first  is  that  the 
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gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  makes  a  place  for  repentance,  and  change 
of  heart,  and  reformation  of  character.  I  do  not  know  how  it 
can  be  brought  about,  but  this  I  do  know,  that  the  memory  shall 
still  be  active  in  the  mind  of  the  penitent,  and  yet  shall  bring 
with  it  no  remorse ;  and  that  somehow  the  record  of  sins  which 
has  been  made  against  us,  may,  through  the  accepted  grace  of 
Christ,  be  remembered  against  us  no  more.  A  second  suggestion 
is  this,  that  inasmuch  as  life  is  so  serious  a  thing,  it  is  very  nec- 
essary for  us  to  live  it  as  we  ought  to  live  it.  We  should  live  bet- 
ter, more  thoughtful,  more  earnest,  and  more  consecrated  lives 
from  day  to  day,  for  we  know  that  for  every  idle  word  a  man  shall 
speak  he  must  give  account  thereof  in  the  day  of  judgment.  May 
Ood  help  us  by  the  solemn  review  of  the  past,  and  by  the  solemn 
lessons  of  the  present,  to  make  this  life  real,  and  to  make  it 
earnest. 

The  record  of  this  Sunday-school  for  fifty  years  has  been  read 
to  us  with  considerable  detail.  This  record  presented  is  undoubt- 
edly as  perfect  as  human  hands  could  make  it.  But  the  actual, 
the  true,  the  complete  record  of  the  school  has  been  written  on 
high.  The  record  which  this  school  has  made,  upon  the  charac- 
ter and  its  development,  upon  souls  and  their  training  for  Christ, 
upon  the  hearts  of  those  who  have  been  connected  with  it,  and 
their  unfolding  into  the  light  and  beauty  of  Christian  character 
and  Christian  example  —  that  record  only  the  eyes  of  the  angels 
and  the  eyes  of  God  can  rest  upon  tonight. 

Dear  friends,  you  are  not  here  tonight  to  vote  to  disband.  You 
are  here  tonight  to  review  the  past,  and  gather  fresh  inspiration 
for  the  next  half-century.  Some  of  you  may  be  spared  to  see  its 
end.  You  are  here  tonight  to  resolve  that  by  God's  help  and 
blessing  you  will  push  on  the  work  of  the  Sunday-school,  for  you 
may  be  assured  that  it  was  never  more  important  than  it  is  today. 

I  should  as  soon  think  of  this  church  tearing  out  its  article  of 
faith  with  reference  to  the  cross  and  its  atoning  power,  as  voting 
to  disband  the  Sunday-school,  and  engage  no  more  in  the  work  of 
the  salvation  of  children  and  the  development  of  Christian  char- 
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acter  and  Christian  life.  We  are  living  today  in  an  age  that  may 
be  called  materialistic.  Men  estimate  things  by  their  money 
value.  Men  think  more  of  the  perishable  today  than  of  the 
imperishable  and  enduring.  It  has  been  said  by  some  one,  with 
a  sort  of  grim  sarcasm,  that  if  the  feather  of  an  angel's  wing,  in 
his  flight  above  us,  should  drop  to  earth,  the  first  man  who  came 
along  and  picked  it  up  would  ask  how  much  he  could  get  for  it. 
That  is  rather  a  material  aspect  of  the  whole  thing;  a  material 
angel,  a  material  feather,  and  a  material  man  who  picks  up  the 
feather. 

It  is  said  that  a  bright  young  lad,  the  son  of  a  shrewd  husiness 
man,  in  the  Sunday-school  class  one  day,  was  listening  with  great 
interest  to  the  teacher  as  she  told  the  story  of  Joseph's  career 
from  beginning  to  end;  and  after  the  teacher  had  finished,  she 
said,  "  Children,  you  see  how  wicked  a  thing  the  brothers  did 
when  they  sold  Joseph  into  Egypt.  IS'ow  tell  me  wherein  their 
guilt  consisted?"  This  bright  lad,  from  a  home  that  was  filled 
with  business  and  life,  this  son  of  a  sharp  merchant,  said  quickly, 

They  sold  him  too  cheap."  This  is  but  an  indication  of  the 
spirit  which  is  rife  in  our  homes,  the  spirit  which  is  prevalent  on 
our  streets,  the  spirit  which  the  Sunday-school  is  to  antagonize, 
the  spirit  which  forgets  great  moral  distinctions,  and  spiritual 
values,  and  the  great  facts  that  are  revealed  in  the  Word  of  God. 

The  Sunday-school  is  especially  necessary  at  the  present  time 
because  of  the  many  temptations  which  surround  us,  temptations 
which  meet  us  in  every  walk  and  every  calling  in  life.  God  only 
knows  the  mighty  influences  which  they  bring  to  bear  on  the 
hearts  of  old  and  young.  God  pity  the  man  who  in  a  moment  of 
weakness  begins  to  have  confidence  in  himself,  forgetting  that  his 
only  hope  is  in  the  Almighty.  God  pity  the  man  who  feels  that 
he  is  sufficient  for  all  these  things,  that  he  needs  not  the  constant 
presence  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Almighty  to  enable  him  to  resist  the 
temptations  that  are  forever  assailing  him.  These  temptations 
will  live  with  us  as  long  as  we  live;  we  do  not  outgrow  them;  we 
cannot  outlive  them;  they  will  follow  us  like  our  shadow  until  we 
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reach  the  end  of  life ;  they  will  go  with  us  even  down  to  the  last 
hour. 

I  believe  that  in  the  great  moral  storms  of  life  no  ship  ever 
went  down  that  did  not  have  a  leak  in  it.  Only  when  Christ 
Himself  is  held  up  as  being  the  one  at  the  helm,  our  guide,  our 
help  and  support,  shall  we  be  able  to  weather  the  storm. 

I  think  we  need  to  press  the  Sunday-school  to  do  still  more, 
because  of  that  never-ending  influence  that  is  to  go  forth  from  it, 
because  we  are  working  not  for  time  but  for  eternity,  not  for  fifty 
nor  one  hundred  years,  but  for  the  centuries,  aye,  the  eternities, 
that  are  to  come.  We  need  not  be  discouraged  in  the  work  which 
God  has  given  us  to  do.  We  never  had  greater  promise  of  suc- 
cess, we  never  had  greater  incentives  to  go  forward,  than  we  have 
today.  The  past  is  but  one  great  inspiration  to  you,  dear  friends, 
to  toil  more  faithfully  and  more  zealously  in  the  years  that  are 
before  you;  and  remember  that  you  toil  not  alone;  that  there  is 
one  who  is  toiling  with  you  to  give  success  to  the  words  you  utter, 
and  the  work  you  do. 

There  is  a  legend  that  has  come  to  us  of  an  English  church. 
It  was  at  the  time  when  England  was  under  the  control  of  the 
Koman  Catholic  faith.  The  monks  were  about  to  build  a  sanctu- 
ary; they  themselves  were  the  laborers;  they  toiled  on  day  after 
day,  gathering  the  timber  and  stones,  and  placing  one  upon  the 
other,  until  one  day  an  unknown  monk  came  among  them,  and 
unasked,  began  to  lend  his  aid.  When  they  retired  for  their 
refreshment  he  toiled  on.  When  evening  came  and  they  retired 
for  rest,  he  toiled  on.  By  and  by  they  had  carefully  measured, 
as  they  supposed,  a  timber  which  was  to  fill  a  very  important 
place,  and  after  great  exertion  they  lifted  it  into  its  place,  and 
found  that  they  had  mistaken  the  measurement,  that  it  was  too 
short,  and  would  not  answer  the  purpose.  The  shades  of  night 
had  fallen  upon  them,  and  they  went  wearily  and  sadly  to  their 
rest.  In  the  morning,  when  they  returned,  they  found  that  the 
beam  had  been  lengthened  and  put  in  position,  but  the  monk  had 
disappeared.    Then  it  flashed  upon  them  at  once  that  this  monk 
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was  the  Lord  Jesus  in  disguise;  that  it  was  He  who  had  length- 
ened the  beam,  and  lifted  it  to  its  place  in  the  structure.  The 
church  was  called  Christ  Church.  It  is  only  a  legend,  but  the 
truth  is  ours.  Jesus,  our  crucified,  exalted  Christ,  is  laboring 
with  us,  in  truth  and  reality,  and  when  we  eat  and  when  we  sleep, 
He  toils  on.  He  is  never  weary,  and  does  not  rest.  But  He,  the 
great  Architect  and  Master  Builder,  is  working  with  us  in  all  the 
spiritual  work  we  undertake. 

Dear  friends,  these  autumn  leaves  here  tonight,  even  though 
they  were  clothed  with  a  hundred-fold  more  glory  than  nature  has 
given  them,  are  not  the  symbols  of  your  work;  they  may  repre- 
sent that  which  is  mortal;  they  may  bring  before  you  the  vision 
of  glorified  ones,  and  of  vanished  forms  who  have  gone  to  their 
long  homes;  but  after  all  they  are  decaying  emblems.  Your 
work  is  represented  rather  by  the  evergreen  of  immortalit}',  for 
your  work  can  never  die.  The  record  of  this  school,  as  made 
under  God  by  the  faithfulness  of  its  officers  and  by  the  faithful- 
ness of  its  teachers,  will  live  and  live  and  live,  when  we,  who 
are  here  in  this  sanctuary,  made  beautiful  on  this  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary, shall  have  fallen  asleep,  and  have  gone  to  our  rest  and  to 
our  reward.  May  God  bless  this  dear  old  school.  May  God  make 
it  a  mightier  power  for  good  in  the  half-century  to  come  than  it 
has  been  in  the  half-century  that  has  now  closed.  And  may  He 
whose  presence  is  prosperity  and  success,  ever  abide  with  you  in 
your  work. 

ORIGINAL    CLOSING  HYMN. 
BY  MISS  HARRIET  LYNCH. 

Air  —  Bera.    (Baptist  Hymnal,  Ji^o.  3(yS.) 
Praise,  praise  to  God,  our  Father  and  our  Lord, 
Forevermore  be  his  dear  name  adored. 
He 's  kept  us  by  his  loving  power 
Through  storm  and  sunshine,  till  this  hour. 
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Praises  to  Christ,  who  God's  great  love  to  show. 
From  his  bright  home,  came  to  this  world  below; 
Who  came  to  suffer,  came  to  die, 
But  who  now  lives  and  reigns  on  high. 

Then  let  us  all  give  thanks  and  sing, 

Till  with  our  praise  heaven's  highest  arches  ring; 

To  God  the  Father,  Christ  the  Son, 

The  Holy  Spirit,  three  in  one. 

Benediction  by  the  Pastor. 

MONDAY  MORNING. 

The  house  of  worship  was  opened  for  an  informal 
reunion,  where  warm  greetings  were  exchanged,  and 
many  pleasant  and  sacred  memories  were  revived. 

MONDAY  AFTERNOON. 

At  half-past  two  the  congregation  reassembled,  includ- 
ing representatives  from  various  churches  of  the  city, 
and  the  session  was  devoted  to  reminiscences.  Under 
the  leadership  of  Judge  Percival  Bonney,  who  occupied 
the  chair,  after  the  organ  voluntary  the  exercises  were  as 
follows :  — 

The  choir  sung  from  the  Handel  and  Haydn  collection 
"  Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow." 

Prayer  of  invocation  was  then  offered  by  the  pastor. 

The  President  made  a  few  felicitous  remarks,  and  then 
presented  Geo.  F.  Emery  as  the  poet  for  the  occasion. 

Before  reading,  Mr.  Emery  desired  it  to  be  remembered  that  a 
historic  occasion  properly  confined  him  to  facts,  which  afford 
little  place  for  the  imagination.    It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind. 
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especially  by  strangers,  that  his  effort  was  designed  for  scattered 
members  of  a  family  gathered  once  more  around  the  old  hearth- 
stone, and  to  them  alone  he  felt  amenable  to  criticism.  It  may 
be  also  parenthetically  observed,  that  its  plan  did  not  admit  of 
condensation,  and  his  reluctance  to  have  it  published  has  been 
overborne  with  a  view  to  completeness  of  the  record. 

REMINISCENCES  BY  GEO.  F.  EMERY. 

As,  basking  under  some  ancestral  tree, 
The  filial  child  in  fancy  seems  to  see 
A  manly  form  with  shining  spade  in  hand, 
On  some  choice  spot  of  precious  fatherland. 
Adjusting  roots  down  in  a  genial  soil 
To  furnish  shade  for  future  sons  of  toil. 
We  tread  again  the  ground  our  fathers  trod. 
Led  hither  gently  by  the  providence  of  God  — 
We  toilers  still  —  they  in  the  distance  seen, 
But  parted  only  by  a  veil  between. 

Old  father  Time  has  rested  on  his  wing 

T'  observe  the  tributes  which  today  we  bring, 

Not  faded  by  the  suns  of  fifty  years, 

Nor  moistened  greatly  by  the  flow  of  tears, 

But  garlands,  rather,  for  victorious  brow. 

Which  in  the  soil  of  grateful  homage  grow. 

If  backward  then  we  turn  our  willing  feet 

To  early  scenes  around  our  church  Free  Street, 

'T  is  well  to  note,  that  infant  weakness  then 

Inspired  the  faith  and  zeal  of  godly  men. 

All  structures  grand  and  strong,  in  church  or  state, 
All  enterprises  worthy  to  be  ranked  as  great. 
From  small  beginnings  seem  to  slowly  rise, 
As  upward  tower  they  to  benignant  skies  — 
E'en  so  the  kingdom  bound  to  compass  earth 
Seemed  weak  and  hopeless  at  its  lowly  birth  — 
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Its  germ,  however,  could  not  be  confined. 
Because  conceived  by  heaven's  creative  mind; 
Nor  can  we  doubt  that  heaven's  benignant  ray 
Smiled  on  the  labors  of  our  church  birthday. 

But,  though  no  feuds  today  are  found  extant, 

Ours,  truly,  has  been  a  church  militant. 

And  since  the  office  of  historic  pen 

Embraces  largely  wars  of  giant  men, 

T'  avoid  allusion  to  those  here  fought  out 

Would  seem  like  Hamlet  with  his  name  left  out. 

At  first  here  counsels  were  a  trifle  rent 

Upon  the  question  where  to  pitch  the  tent. 

Some  could  not  deem  that  consecrated  ground 

Whereon  a  play-house  in  full  blast  was  found. 

"  But,"  said  the  deacons,  "  we  the  scheme  have  scanned, 

And,  after  praying,  have,  we  think,  well  planned 

T'  exchange  for  house  of  midnight  mirth  and  play 

A  temple  where  the  saints  can  praise  and  pray." 

The  deacons  ruled.    The  players,  in  a  lurch. 

Soon  lost  their  all,  and  Free  Street  gained  a  church. 

Nor  did  the  saints  think  anywise  unfit 

A  place  for  prayer  down  in  the  former  "  pit." 

But  odd  it  was,  at  least  it  now  seems  so. 

To  see  the  women  sitting  in  a  row; 

Eanged  by  themselves  the  men  were  forced  to  keep. 

And  so  exposed  no  drowser  dared  to  sleep. 

For  many  years  this  custom  was  maintained, 

How  came  a  change  remains  to  be  explained. 

As  years  rolled  on,  the  thought  to  some  occurred. 
Whereat  the  fathers  were  quite  sorely  stirred; 
The  time  had  come  to  leave  the  play-house  pit. 
And  have  a  vestry  more  for  comfort  fit, 
One  more  attractive,  pleasant  to  the  eye. 
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With  power  to  draw  the  careless  passer-by. 
In  every  part  the  house  seemed  too  antique, 
And  rather  shabby,  so  to  gently  speak. 
This  call  for  change  found  little  favor  then 
Among  the  old,  the  stalwart,  monej^ed  men. 
Who  early  had  the  burdens  mostly  borne 
When  parish  prospects  seemed  almost  forlorn. 

But  younger  blood  they  hardly  could  restrain 
To  let  the  old,  as  planned  by  them,  remain. 
So,  leading  off,  at  first,  a  doubtful  case. 
The  young  pushed  on  until  they  won  the  race. 
As  fortune  had  it,  ranged  upon  their  side, 
Was  Pastor  Bosworth,  and  our  wives  beside. 
When  such  insist,  they're  bound  to  have  their  say, 
And  when  they  pushed  all  obstacles  gave  way. 

But,  to  their  praise,  when  all  was  neatly  done, 
And  young  America  the  race  had  won, 
The  fathers  yielded  their  well-cherished  view, 
And  opened  wide  their  well-filled  purses  too. 

Then,  for  some  time,  the  parish  had  a  rest, 
Until  progressives  seemed  to  think  it  best 
To  send  the  organ,  old  and  husky  quite,' 
Although  in  form  still  comely  and  upright, 
Where,  in  the  country,  it  could  end  its  days 
In  helping  rural  brethren  lift  to  God  their  praise. 

Accordingly,  they  pushed  and  strained  again, 
Flanked  by  our  women  and  the  younger  men. 
And  bought  a  new  one,  which  is  seen  toda}^ 
And  which  sounds  sweetly  as  one  skilled  doth  play. 
But,  strange  to  tell,  while  hoping  soon  to  hear 
Harmonious  sounds  break  only  on  the  ear. 
Discordant  strains  all  were  compelled  to  note 
Until  well  silenced  by  a  major  vote. 
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Where  should  the  new  and  quite  fastidious  guest 

When  first  appearing,  find  its  place  of  rest  ? 

This  was  a  problem  which,  as  well  it  might, 

Eaised  quite  a  storm  o'er  which  side  had  the  right. 

"  Upstairs,"  said  some,  "  the  organ  should  be  placed, 

Not  by  the  congregation  to  be  faced." 

But  "  Xo,"  was  heard,  "  our  pastor  leads  this  flock, 

A  choir  far  distant  devotees  can  shock 

By  laughing,  sleeping,  eating  if  it  please, 

And  worship  hinder  —  patience  also  tease." 

(Doth  any  critic  breathe  a  gentle  sigh 
O'er  such  attempt  at  classic  poetry  ? 
The  point's  well  taken,  but  withal  forsooth 
Historic  pens  are  bound  to  tell  the  truth), 

To  make  the  change  required  a  new  recess, 

And,  consequently,  to  at  once  assess 

Unwilling  pockets  to  defray  the  bill  — 

A  thing  not  easy  when  against  the  will. 

The  contest  waged  quite  warml}^  for  a  time, 

But  how  it  closed  need  not  be  told  in  rhyme. 

The  organ  came;  it  you  can  hear  and  see 

In  the  right  place,  as  all  today  agree. 

Rest  came  once  more,  but  who  of  us  can  tell 

The  time  for  meeting  without  parish  bell  ? 

In  olden  time  men  came  by  call  of  drum. 

But  that  was  when  e'en  deacons  drank  their  rum; 

So  in  the  line  of  progress  o'er  the  past 

'T  was  thought  a  bell  for  Free  Street  should  be  cast. 

But  this  last  move  was  free  from  storm  and  strife 

Which  even  here  have  sometimes  been  quite  rife. 

And  well  it  might  be,  for  on  one  glad  day 

Came  to  the  front  our  Shurtleff  Ambrose  K., 

Though  back  of  him  was  woman  seen  again  — 

Say  what  we  may,  our  women  rule  the  men. 
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Much  strife  o'er  pastors  we  have  never  had, 
A  cause  for  thanks,  and  full  of  mem'ries  glad. 
If  differed  have  we  as  to  who  was  best. 
The  major  rule  has  been  our  only  test; 
And  when  a  case  has  ever  come  about 
Involving  choice,  that  settled  every  doubt. 

We  think  the  record  of  our  pastors  too 

Brings  out  quite  clearly  to  the  common  view 

Their  recognition  of  a  favored  lot 

For  those  who 've  led  our  worship  on  this  spot. 

Some  who  have  left  us  (welcome  such  today). 

With  pleasure  home  have  traced  their  willing  way 

To  join  with  us  in  heart  and  song  again, 

And  for  success  of  Free  Street  shout  "  Amen." 

In  discipline  we 've  had  but  little  strife, 

Though  now  and  then  bad  rumors  have  been  rife 

Concerning  some  who 've  wandered  from  the  way, 

And  who  from  duty  were  perhaps  astray  — 

It  may  be,  we,  in  this,  have  been  relax. 

But  "  Elder  Hooper  "  said,  "  Beware  of  your  attacks. 

When  once  a  brother  to  him  made  complaint 

Against  one  ranked,  but  not  in  fact  a  saint, 

"  For,"  said  the  Elder,  "  if  you  once  begin 

To  unchurch  members  for  a  trifling  sin. 

And  thorough  work  make  of  it,  as  must  be, 

None  will  be  left  within  my  fold,  you  see." 

Perhaps  from  him  our  pastors  took  their  cue. 

And  happily  for  me,  perhaps  for  you  — 

However  that  —  this  source  of  frequent  strife 

Has  ne'er  disturbed  the  peace  of  our  church  life. 

In  point  of  doctrine  we  have  liberal  been, 
Although  some  think  but  bigots  here  are  seen. 
The  world  has  yet  to  learn,  at  least  to  see. 
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Here  is  a  field  of  largest  liberty; 
The  right  for  each  to  think  and  judge  forsooth 
Is  freely  left  to  settle  what  is  truth. 
Of  course  the  Bible  is  our  only  guide, 
Though  truth  from  science  we  all  hail  beside. 
Rules  apostolic  we  observe  with  care, 
By  Baptists  all  deemed  not  a  light  affair, 
But,  strange  to  say,  in  one  we  are  remiss, 
"  Greet  all  the  brethren  with  an  holy  kiss." 
Whose  fault  it  is,  will  some  D.  D.  explain  ? 
The  rule  itself  appears  to  be  quite  plain. 

In  all  church  work,  with  pleasure  we  confess. 

To  woman  largely  do  we  owe  success. 

In  days  of  weakness,  as  has  e'er  been  wont. 

Her  care  and  skill  were  promptly  at  the  front. 

From  clothing  sold,  but  by  her  hand  well  made, 

Was  Pastor  Lincoln's  service  in  part  paid. 

Lamps  for  the  church,  and  carpets  for  its  floor. 

She  well  provided,  and  with  liberal  store. 

Her  nimble  fingers  sewing  then  were  seen 

(This  ante-dated  hum  of  the  machine), 

'NoY  mission  field  did  she  at  all  o'erlook  — 

Her  cue  was  taken  from  the  Holy  Book. 

At  first  the  "  Circle  "  was,  of  course,  a  sphere, 

And  this  its  records  also  make  quite  clear. 

From  house  to  house  the  women  went  to  sew. 

That 's  what  they  did,  perhaps  some  need  to  know. 

But  after  tea  the  men  were  asked  to  come 

To  mainly  see  the  workers  safely  home. 

In  course  of  time  a  change  was  brought  about; 

The  "  Circle  "  moved  and  largely  widened  out. 

The  little  vestry,  when  well  fitted  up. 

Invited  all  to  freely  come  and  sup. 

'T  was  seen  important  on  the  social  side 
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To  form  new  friendships  that  would  long  abide. 

This  well  enlisted  both  the  old  and  young 

For  pleasant  chat,  and  songs  were  sweetly  sung. 

When  war  came  on  all  eyes  were  promptly  turned 
To  wants  of  soldiers  who  had  glory  earned. 
For  weeks  and  months  with  quick  and  willing  feet, 
The  noble  women  of  our  loved  Free  Street 
Were  hastening  forward,  almost  past  belief. 
All  sorts  of  stores,  for  prompt  and  glad  relief. 
Still  later  on  young  people  were  inclined 
To  have  amusements,  though,  of  course,  refined, 
To  give  a  zest  and  spur  to  social  life  — 
And  now  and  then  a  shy  one  found  a  wife. 

Today,  perhaps,  the  most  important  phase 
For  which  our  women  merit  special  praise. 
And  "  willing  workers  "  of  a  tender  age. 
Devote  their  powers,  in  active  work  engage, 
Is  that  of  missions  in  far  distant  lands. 
Enlisting  zeal,  and  many  nimble  hands. 
Yet  not  forgetting  wants  wide-felt  at  home. 
As  south  or  west  the  eye  may  chance  to  roam. 
But  time  moves  on,  we  must  not  linger  here; 
Turn  now  a  moment  to  another  sphere. 

The  Sunday-school  demands  a  special  place 
In  recollection,  as  the  past  we  trace. 
From  first  to  last  its  power  for  vital  good 
Has  never  failed  to  be  well  understood. 
By  natural  order  young  and  tender  mind 
Toward  Christ  and  heaven  is  easier  inclined 
Than  adult  age,  or  those  of  hoary  head. 
Who  hardly  feel  that  they  need  to  l)e  led. 
So,  even  skeptics  have  not  failed  to  see 
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For  church  the  school  is  now  the  nursery. 
Ours,  while  so  planned,  and  from  its  birth  so  found, 
Has  always  held  somewhat  a  loftier  ground. 
The  new-born  soul,  of  course,  must  needs  be  fed. 
But  this  is  true  of  every  white-haired  head. 
In  beauteous  garden,  clad  in  living  green, 
Beside  the  flowers,  is  often  to  be  seen 
A  tall,  majestic,  widely-branching  tree. 
Inviting  bird,  perchance  the  honey  bee. 
Which  draws  its  life  from  soil  and  sun  and  light. 
As  does  the  floweret  which  confers  delight. 
If  from  the  acorn  in  a  course  of  years 
The  oak  majestic  in  due  time  appears, 
There  needs  must  be  kind  nature's  liberal  hand 
To  nourish  each,  and  inner  life  expand. 
So,  in  our  garden,  graced  with  beauteous  flowers, 
Are  found  all  sorts,  of  divers  age  and  powers. 
Each  taking  root  beneath  the  self-same  sod. 
All  looking  upward  toward  their  Father,  God. 
Our  fond  affections  largely  center  there 
Where  faithful  ones  exert  their  constant  care 
To  make  it  what  it  was  designed  to  be 
For  heaven  itself  a  fruitful  nursery. 

Our  stated  meetings  held  for  praise  and  prayer 

Have,  as  a  rule,  received  quite  general  care. 

An  apostolic  body  this  has  been. 

As,  by  reflection,  easily  is  seen. 

For  "  divers  gifts  "  have  here  been  oft  employed. 

And  thus  variety  have  we  all  enjoyed. 

If  differed  have  we  on  affairs  of  state. 

We 've  not  allowed  our  love  to  here  abate 

For  Christian  brethren  of  a  common  fold, 

Nov  faults  of  each  in  public  to  be  told. 

When  we 've  approached  the  "  throne  of  heavenly  grace  ' 
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To  seek  new  strength  to  run  the  Christian  race, 
Affairs  of  state  we  've  left  at  home,  outside, 
However  fixed  our  principles  abide. 

How  can  true  saints,  who  oft  delight  to  sing 
"  We  are  the  subjects  of  a  heavenly  king," 
Allow  their  feelings  to  reach  fever  heat, 
As  to  which  party  shall  the  other  beat  ? 
In  this  one  thing  we  cordially  agree. 
For  each  and  all  here  dwells  soul  liberty. 
We  count  these  meetings  of  superior  mold 
For  growth  and  training  of  both  young  and  old. 
This,  too,  has  been  the  consecrated  ground 
Where  many  first  their  loving  Saviour  found. 
Notes  of  rejoicing  oft  we 've  loved  to  raise; 
What  more  inspiring  than  our  songs  of  praise  ? 
Here,  too,  the  tender,  sympathizing  tear 
Has  oft  been  shed,  as  unrelenting  bier 
Has  borne  some  loved  one  to  his  place  of  rest. 
Although  assured,  our  Father  knows  what 's  best. 
"  A  fellow  feeling  makes  one  wondrous  kind," 
Where  that  abounds  strife  will  be  left  behind. 

Thus  round  our  Zion  have  we  walked  about, 
Her  towers  told,  her  bulwarks  pointed  out. 

But  "  Where  your  garlands,"  do  I  hear  it  said. 
"To  adorn  the  graves  of  all  our  sainted  dead? 
Where  should  they  be  but  treasured  in  our  hearts, 
WTiose  mementos  outlive  the  plastic  arts. 

As  decades  five  church  labors  hero  now  ciowii. 
But  pastors  two  their  armor  have  laid  down, 
A  fact,  for  us  to  gratefully  express 
To  Him  from  whom  proceeds  all  blessedness. 
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Some  here  recall  our  pastor  pioneer, 

Whom  while  he  served,  the  church  held  very  dear, 

The  gifted  Lincoln,  eloquent  of  tongue, 

And  who  with  them  sweet  hymnals  often  sung. 

A  smile  of  cheer  beamed  radiant  o'er  his  face. 

As  he  set  forth  the  doctrine  of  free  grace. 

His  memory  still  is  sacred,  constant,  sweet. 

To  those  who  with  him  worshiped  in  Free  Street. 

Devoted  Eaton,  long  this  precious  fold 
Led  by  example,  and  with  spirit  bold 
Proclaimed  the  truth  with  zeal  and  special  force. 
Until  disease  cut  short  his  useful  course. 
Fond  memories  cluster  round  his  name  —  all  say 
"  He  faithful  was,  and  nobly  served  his  day." 

But  garlands  green  there  are  for  other  brows. 
For  pastors  living,  as  the  record  shows; 
The  stirring  Colby,  armed  for  manly  fight. 
Exhorted  all  to  keep  their  armor  bright; 
As  on  he  led 't  was  safe  to  follow  him, 
Nor  of  his  virtues  is  our  memory  dim. 
In  point  of  order  he  took  Lincoln's  place. 
And  though  quite  brief  his  was  an  active  race. 

With  viands  rich  soon  Bosworth  spread  our  feast. 
Though  he,  at  first,  deemed  Free  Street  far  "  down 
But  led  at  last,  as  wise  men  were  of  old 
By  eastern  star,  he  ministered  to  this  fold. 
The  work  he  did  for  ten  long  pleasant  years, 
Might,  were  he  absent,  well  call  forth  our  cheers. 

Next  in  our  pulpit  Stockbridge  soon  was  seen. 
Whose  ornate  sermons,  and  whose  graceful  mien 
Impressed  us  all,  especially  the  young. 
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He  lifted  thought  to  heaven  when  we  sung, 
And  to  the  souls  bowed  down  with  anxious  grief 
Brought  words  of  comfort  charged  with  quick  relief. 

Then  came  our  Small,  misnamed  as  seemed  the  case, 
To  lead  the  stalwart  in  successful  race. 
Who,  warm  with  zeal,  in  gospel  armor  clad. 
Fought  for  the  truth,  and  saintly  hearts  made  glad. 
For  many  years  he  fully  filled  his  place. 
Until  Fall  Kiver  had  for  him  a  race. 
He  ran  it  well;  but  Portland  said,  "  Come  home." 
Kear  home  he  is,  no  more,  we  trust,  to  roam. 

McWhinnie  next  with  promptness  came  to  front. 

As  when  in  battle  he  was  always  wont. 

Here  he  remained  till  spirited  away 

By  desperate  people  needing  him  to  pray! 

While  serving  us,  as  pastor,  preacher,  friend. 

Were  friendships  form'd  which  time  can  never  end. 

He  made  a  record  for  himself  and  all. 

They  can't  withdraw  who  gave  him  his  last  call. 

Months  then  fled  by,  indeed  a  year  or  more, 

To  give  full  scope  the  wide,  wide  world  to  explore. 

To  find  a  pastor  worthy  of  his  place. 

With  mind  well  cultured,  heart  refined  by  grace, 

And  well  adapted  to  guard  well  the  fold, 

And  who,  soon  gained,  its  confidence  could  hold. 

Eye  scanned  all  fields  beneath  a  smiling  sun. 

And  when  it  rested,  then,  of  course,  came  Dunn. 

The  sermon  last  was  always  called  the  best 

By  one  of  Free  Street's  saints  now  gone  to  rest; 

So  as  to  pastors  we  the  last  prefer, 

Nor  can  this  envy,  nor  the  blood  much  stir. 

Since  former  pastors  cannot  jealous  ])e. 

For  so  it  was  just  so  with  them,  they  see. 


54 


FREE   STREET  SEMI-CENTENNIAL. 


Did  time  permit,  with  roll  of  church  in  hand, 
To  mention  missed  ones  from  this  Christian  band 
Would  be  an  office  gratefully  pursued, 
Whose  names  for  tributes  I  might  well  include. 

If  e'er  the  sainted  do  return  again 

To  observe  the  scenes  transpiring  among  men. 

What  an  array  of  w^orthies  hither  come 

To  pay  a  visit  to  their  old  church  home ! 

In  fancy  we  can  almost  see  them  here 

To  greet  us  warmly,  and  to  bring  good  cheer. 

And  whispering,  "  Brother,  sister,  still  push  on, 

Victorious  crowns  await  a  race  well  run." 

"  Push  on,  push  on,"  — we  echo  the  refrain. 

God  help  us  do  it  while  we  here  remain. 

The  tender  memories  here  awakened,  Mr.  Emery  then  re- 
marked, had  suggested,  as  a  suitable  finale  to  his  effort,  the  follow- 
ing tribute,  sung  by  the  choir,  to  the  tune  of  "  Harbor,"  in  the 
Hymnal. 

DEPARTED  WORTHIES. 

Our  fathers  —  where  are  they  ? 

Alas!  no  longer  here. 
In  heaven's  unclouded  day. 

They  've  nothing  now  to  fear. 
As  hurries  on  the  summer's  sun, 
Their  race  was  swiftly,  nobly  run. 

II 

Our  mothers,  blissful  name, 

No  longer  bless  our  sight, 
Like  angels  to  earth  came. 

With  angels  took  their  flight. 
But  long  as  pleasant  memories  live, 
So,  fresh  their  virtues  will  survive. 
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III 

Our  brothers,  it  may  be, 

Who  started  by  our  side 
On  life's  uncertain  sea, 

No  longer  here  abide ; 
But  brothers  true  in  life  and  heart, 
Can  from  our  presence  ne'er  depart. 

IV 

Though  sisters  smile  no  more 

Around  the  old  hearth-stone, 
Nor  meet  us  at  the  door 

When  daily  tasks  are  done, 
Their  memory  still  inspires  each  heart 
To  act  through  life  a  noble  part. 

V 

Departed  worthies  all! 

To  us  in  youth  so  dear, 
Your  memories  we  recall. 

And  yet  without  a  tear. 
Soon  we  shall  reach  that  blissful  shore 
Where  friend  meets  friend  to  part  no  more. 

Remarks  from  all  surviving  ex-pastors,  except  Mr. 
Colby,  were  then  listened  to  with  interest,  brief  abstracts 
of  which  are  as  follows :  — 

REV.  GEORGE  W.  BOSWORTH  D.D. 

One  of  the  pleasant  memories  of  my  pastorate  over  the  Free 
Street  Church  is  the  royal  manner  iu  which  I  was  received  and 
sustained  by  my  immediate  predecessor,  Rev.  .1.  S.  Eaton.  He 
was  my  senior  and  superior  in  the  Theological  Institution  and  the 
ministry.    He  was  an  invalid,  and  the  victim  of  a  fatal  disease. 
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But  he  welcomed  me,  commended  me,  assisted  me,  co-operating 
and  rejoicing  with  me  in  those  enterprises  which  greatly  increased 
the  prosperity  of  the  church.  His  spirit  and  bearing  were  mag- 
nanimous, and  exceedingly  helpful. 

A  new  epoch  was  opening  when  I  entered  this  pastorate.  A 
generation  of  young  men  was  crowding  to  the  front.  Kew  move- 
ments were  demanded.  A  committee  of  the  church  visited  me 
in  Boston,  and  tendered  me  its  call  to  become  their  pastor.  I 
returned  their  call,  and  looked  the  ground  over.  Meeting  them 
with  others  in  familiar  conference,  I  suggested  that,  were  I  to 
become  their  pastor,  I  should,  very  likely,  move  for  improvements 
on  their  house  of  worship.  To  this  one  of  them,  formerly  my 
professor  in  college,  soberly  replied,  "  You  have  given  us  due 
notice,  that  is  fair."  And  I  had  not  been  long  here  before  that 
matter  was  agitated,  and  a  movement  was  organized.  It  was  a 
great  movement,  and  carried  through  by  many  struggles  and  sac- 
rifices. There  were  diversities  of  views  and  strong  differences  of 
opinion,  for  the  men  were  strong  in  their  individuality,  and  inde- 
pendent in  their  opinions,  and  firm  in  their  convictions.  And 
therein  was  found  one  element  of  the  strength  of  the  church. 
Had  all  thought  alike  we  should  have  been  equal  to  but  one  man. 
But  with  all  their  differences  the  consummation  was  accepted 
with  joy  and  gladness. 

When  I  asked  the  senior  deacon  to  put  his  name  to  the  subscrip- 
tion, he  said,  "  You  can  never  do  it.  The  young  men  would  not 
help  pay  the  debt,  and  will  not  pay  for  this."  I  replied.  You 
have  borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  first  day,  now  do  a  mod- 
erate thing  to  encourage  them,  and  if  they  will  not  bear  the  chief 
burden  of  this  enterprise,  I  will  drop  it.  The  good  deacon 
yielded,  subscribed,  and  then  increased  his  subscription.  So  the 
house  was  remodeled  and  enlarged. 

The  most  precious  memory  of  my  pastorate  with  this  church 
was  the  great  revival  in  1857-58.  It  was  largely  the  fruit  of  the 
morning  prayer-meetings,  which  began  in  the  vestry  of  this 
church.    This  wonderful  movement,  which  was  started  Septem- 
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ber  23,  1857,  in  Fulton  Street,  Xew  York,  by  :N[r.  Lanphier,  had 
extended  far,  and  gathered  great  momentum.  I  had  said  to  one 
of  the  brethren.  When  you  think  there  are  ten  who  will  stick  in 
sustaining  such  a  meeting,  let  me  know,  and  1  will  ai)point  one. 
He  came  round  one  Saturday  morning,  and  gave  me  the  desired 
word.  I  resolved  to  move;  requested  the  pastors  near  us  to  unite; 
gave  the  notice  the  next  day. 

On  Monday  our  vestry  was  well  filled.  I  opened  the  meeting, 
announced  the  Fulton  Street  rules,  that  opening  exercises  should 
occupy  but  ten  minutes,  and  that  no  one  should  speak  or  pray 
over  five  minutes.  These  meetings  continued  for  more  than  fif- 
teen months,  with  remarkable  results.  For  a  long  time  our 
churches  were  (alternately)  filled,  from  eight  to  nine  o'clock  a.m., 
from  all  classes,  the  aisles  often  crowded.  The  exercises  were 
characterized  by  great  freedom,  promptness,  and  spiritual  earnest- 
ness. The  tone  of  piety  and  religious  conviction  in  the  city  was 
greatly  elevated.  More  than  one  hundred  were  added  to  the 
church  during  1858,  three-fourths  of  them  by  baptism. 

That  blessed  work  of  grace  prepared  the  people  for  the  tremen- 
dous excitements  of  the  dreadful  war  which  followed  so  soon 
after.  This  congregation  was  represented  in  the  field  of  conflict 
by  some  fifty  men  in  arms.  Some  of  her  women  were  in  the  hos- 
pitals here,  and  one  of  them  with  the  soldiers  in  the  camps  and 
on  the  battle-fields.  The  fortunes  of  war  reached  our  homes,  our 
sanctuary,  and  every  department  of  life  in  our  city.  The  strain 
upon  brain  and  heart  w^as  incessant  and  exhausting. 

The  period  of  my  ministry  with  this  church,  of  ten  years  and 
a  half,  was  one  of  the  most  pleasant  in  my  public  life.  The  peo- 
ple treated  me,  as  they  have  all  their  pastors,  with  magnificent 
generosity.  The  unity  and  co-operation  of  the  church  were  ex- 
traordinary. Their  sympathy  with,  and  support  of,  our  denomi- 
national and  missionary  enterprises  were  cordial  and  liberal. 
The  pastor  of  such  a  people  cannot  but  feel  highly  favored  and 
richly  blessed.  May  their  prosperity  be  even  more  abundant  and 
richer  in  the  future. 
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Jim.   JOHN  C.  STOCKBRIDGE  D.D. 

Deemed  it  a  privilege,  beside  a  great  pleasure,  to  participate  in 
the  jubilee  of  this  beloved  church.  Alluded  to  the  call  that  was 
sent  to  him  while  he  was  temporarily  engaged  in  the  service  of 
the  Missionary  Union  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  He  recalled 
the  welcome  that  was  given  him  when  he  entered  upon  his  labors, 
and  the  religious  interest  that,  soon  after  he  commenced  his  pas- 
toral work,  was  manifested  in  the  church  and  congregation.  JSTo 
one  rejoiced  more  sincerely  in  the  hopeful  state  of  things  than 
his  predecessor,  Rev.  Dr.  Bosworth,  an  extract  from  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  him,  indicating  how  heartily  he  rejoiced  in  the  evident 
tokens  of  the  divine  favor  which  had  followed  the  new  pastorate 
being  read.  Tender  reference  was  made  to  the  departed  who  were 
prominent  in  the  church  during  the  term  of  service  of  the  pastor. 
The  great  event  which  brought  such  desolation  to  Portland  —  the 
sweeping  fire  in  July,  1866  —  was  referred  to,  and  some  incidents 
connected  with  the  sad  catastrophe  were  recited.  The  remarks 
were  closed  with  the  expression  of  pleasant  memories  in  the 
review  of  the  past,  and  of  earnest  prayers  for  the  prosperity  of 
the  church  in  all  coming  time. 

At  this  point  the  choir  and  congregation  sung  hymn  698 
from  the  Hymnal  to  "  Luther's  Chant." 

REV.   A.  K.  p.  SMALL,  D.D. 

Since  churches  have  human  elements,  a  mingling  of  wisdom 
and  imperfection,  subject  to  the  varied  experiences  of  prosperity 
and  adversity,  it  may  seem  to  those  not  in  the  secret,  quite  myste- 
rious that  there  should  be  such  a  conspicuous  exception  to  the 
general  rule;  that  there  can  be,  in  this  world,  such  a  church  as 
Free  Street,  admitted  to  be  at  the  head  of  everything  good  and 
substantial  —  the  model  par  excellence  —  of  only  best  life  and 
perpetual  prosperity.  Why  is  it?  Is  there  anything  in  parentage? 
It  was  not  an  offence  to  Israel  to  be  reminded  by  the  good  prophet 
of  the  "rock  whence  they  were  hewn,  and  the  hole  of  the  pit 
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whence  they  were  digged."  The  stock  growers  have  a  saying 
that  "blood  tells."  Whence  came  Free  Street?  Of  what  stock 
is  it  the  branch?  On  this  beautiful  scroll,  are  these  the  names  of 
the  original  members  of  the  church?  You  will  not  forget  that 
fifty-four  of  the  fifty-seven  we  gave  to  you  fifty  years  ago,  from 
the  Old  First  Baptist  homestead.  You  the  l)est  family  in  the 
world  ?  How  could  it  be  otherwise  coming  from  such  a  house- 
hold ?  Does  your  creed  discard  the  idea  that  "  blood  tells,"  in  the 
gospel  church,  teaching  that  it  is  "  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the 
will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God  ?"  Ah  ! 
These  were  all  born  again,  of  God,  down  at  the  good  paternal 
gospel  home;  and  came  in  with  regenerated,  almost  divine  power 
to  show  what  could  be  done  with  this  old  theater.  What  difficulty 
there  has  sometimes  been  about  amusements,  some  declaring  it  to 
be  impossible  to  Christianize  the  theater, —  all  because  they  have 
not  had  a  delegation  from  the  First  Baptist  Church  to  show  how 
to  take  hold  of  it.  It  really  seems  to  be  a  misfortune  that  all  the 
churches  of  this  region,  of  all  denominations,  did  not  have  their 
primary  instruction  in  the  same  family  with  Free  Street,  so  cer- 
tainly would  they  have  been  saved  from  all  little  irregularities  of 
the  sects,  growing  up  in  the  delightful  oneness  of  the  true  church. 
As  present  patriarch  of  the  homestead,  mine  must  be  the  excusable 
apostolic  privilege,  above  you  all,  of  saying  "  I  have  no  greater 
joy  than  to  see  my  children  so  walking  in  the  truth."  "As  arrows 
in  the  hand  of  a  mighty  man,  so  are  children  of  the  youth.  Happy 
is  the  man  that  hath  his  quiver  full  of  them."  Happy  indeed  the 
family  that  hath  such  a  child  as  Free  Street,  to  be  such  a  support 
when  infirmities  of  age  come  on  —  such  a  helper  when  flames 
sweep  over  the  paternal  mansion.  Gladly  would  we  have  settled 
such  families  all  over  the  State.  This  special  occasion  may  perhaps 
allow  so  much  for  mere  pleasantry. 

Personal  reminiscences  connected  with  this  sacred  place,  I 
hardly  dare  enter  upon.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the  departed 
worthies  who  seem  to  be  looking  upon  us  from  these  portraits.  It 
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was  mine  to  catch  the  parting  benediction  and  to  witness  the 
departure  of  all  these,  and  so  many  others  of  the  church  and 
society;  to  know  the  great  vacancies  made,  and  also  to  see  such 
goodly  numbers  rise  up  into  the  places  of  the  departed,  whose 
career  of  growth  and  development  it  has  been  such  a  gratification 
to  watch,  till  some  of  them  now  stand  in  your  foremost  ranks  of 
service  and  responsibility,  and  others  are  in  prominent  positions 
of  usefulness  elsewhere. 

Seldom  has  it  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  one  to  have  such  interest- 
ing connections  with  such  a  church  as  have  been  mine  with  this. 
Pastor,  son,  (my  children  have  delighted  to  be  reckoned  your 
children)  now,  officially, — -strange  to  say, —  father,  and  constantly 
welcomed  as  brother,  and  most  kindly  and  cordially  treated 
neighbor  —  relations  prized  beyond  any  jDOSsible  expression  of 
mine,  the  joy  and  blessing  of  which  may  the  Divine  Head  of  the 
church  perpetuate,  till  we  reach  that  of  which  this  most  delightful 
anniversary  must  be  a  foretaste,  the  perfect,  perpetual  union  of 
the  triumphant  church  in  heaven. 


REV.  JAMES  MCW^HINNIE,  D.D. 

Expressed  great  pleasure  in  being  permitted  to  be  present  on  this 
occasion.  When  he  came  to  the  church  he  was  taken  almost  a 
stranger  and  upon  trust,  and  throughout  his  pastorate  had  been 
the  recipient  of  kindness  never  to  be  forgotten,  and  here  had 
formed  friendships  time  nor  distance  could  never  sever.  He  had 
here  enjoyed  preaching  the  Gospel  as  nowhere  else,  and  as  never 
in  the  future  hardly  to  be  anticipated.  But  pleasant  as  is  the 
retrospect,  the  future  of  this  church  and  people  is  a  matter  of 
prayerful  interest.  An  important  field  is  open  before  them,  and 
to  its  proper  culture  "  lend  a  hand  "  should  be  the  watchword  for 
all  who  occupy  it,  for  it  is  only  by  hearty  and  united  co-operation 
of  the  church  with  the  pastor  however  gifted  and  earnest,  that  the 
kingdom  can  be  enlarged  and  its  blessings  here  be  multiplied. 
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ECHOES  HOMEWARD. 

HoLMAN  S.  Melcher,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Invitations  then  read  extracts  from  letters  from  the  absent 
to  which  reference  is  made  as  follows :  — 

Francis  Barnes,  Houlton,  most  sincerely  regrets  his  inability 
to  attend,  for  next  to  the  swift  turn  of  ineraory  to  his  boyhood 
home,  always  come  the  pleasing  and  tender  recollections  of  Free 
Street  Church  and  its  associations.  Three  occasions  are  remem- 
bered with  special  interest  —  First,  the  baptismal  scene  by 
the  water  side  near  the  point  now  occupied  by  the  gas  works, 
conducted  by  Rev.  Mr.  Eaton.  "With  boyish  inattention  and 
heedlessness,"  he  says,  "  I  was  poking  the  pebbles  with  my  shoe, 
when  over  the  water  came  the  earnest  words  of  the  pastor,  '  Clara 
Barnes  (the  late  Mrs.  Martin)  wishes  this  whole  audience  to  know 
that  she  is  not  ashan<|d  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.'  That  avowal 
of  the  dear  sister's  faith  in  a  personal  Saviour  was  the  instru- 
mentality in  bringing  home  to  myself  the  thought  of  personal  con- 
secration and  duty."  The  second  was  another  baptismal  occasion 
conducted  by  his  uncle,  Rev.  IS".  Butler,  d.d.,  near  what  was  then 
known  as  Emery's  wharf,  where  a  large  number  were  baptized, 
when  "the  sky  was  again  clear,  but  the  wind  was  fresh  and  the 
waves  broke  upon  the  beach."  Third,  "  Mr.  Eaton's  farewell  ser- 
mon, in  particular  his  words,  'I  do  not  know  but  what  it  would 
have  been  better  had  I  resigned  before  my  journey  to  Florida, 
but  if  I  had,  I  should  not  have  gone  through  this  blessed  revival 
which  we  had  after  I  came  back.'  I  looked  over  to  where  Deacon 
Greenough  sat,  and  saw  the  tears  rolling  down  his  cheeks.  In  a 
boy's  superficial  view  of  things  I  wondered  what  could  cause  a 
man  like  him  to  weep.  .  .  .  My  i)raycr  for  you  is  that  you 
may  go  on  in  the  possession  and  development  of  the  sturdy  faith 
of  the  fathers,  and  in  the  years  to  come,  show  the  vitality  of 
Baptist  faith  and  practice,  by  the  establishment  of  new  churches 
in  your  own  city  and  vicinity." 
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Kancy  E.  Berry,  West  Boylston,  responds  with  gratitude  for 
the  invitation  which  she  is  unable  to  accept,  with  much  pleasure 
recalls  many  interesting  and  profitable  occasions  with  us,  and 
with  her  dear  husband  here,  who  "died  in  hope  four  years  ago, 
aged  eighty," — hopes  the  occasion  will  be  a  pleasant  one,  and 
invokes  God's  blessing  upon  all. 

Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Buck,  Chattanooga,  regrets  her  inability  to  be 
present,  but  with  her  husband,  E.  A.  Buck,  joins  in  kindest 
regards  to  friends,  and  expresses  thanks  for  kind  remembrance. 

Eev.  Joseph  F.  Elder,  d.d.,  l^ew  York,  telegraphs  as  fol- 
lows :  "  With  pleasant  memories  of  the  spiritual  home  of  his 
youth,  a  grateful  son  sends  greetings  and  congratulations  to  the 
jubilee  gathering  today." 

Stephen  A.  Emery,  IS'ewton  Centre,  thanks  the  committee 
for  remembrance  of  him,  assures  them  it  would  give  him  great 
pleasure  to  attend,  and  to  meet  old  friends  whom  he  will  always 
hold  in  warm  remembrance,  but  circumstances  unavoidable  would 
prevent  meeting  them  on  this  occasion  much  to  his  regret. 

James  H.  Morse  and  I.  Henry  Earnham  telegraph  from 
Boston  an  invocation  of  God's  abundant  blessing  on  Free  Street, 
regretting  inability  to  participate  in  this  occasion. 

Fred  S.  Palmer,  Bangor,  will  be  unable  to  be  present  by 
reason  of  pressing  business,  but  trusts  the  occasion  will  be  a 
pleasant  one,  thinks  of  us  often,  and  prays  for  our  prosperity. 

Eev.  a.  F.  Palmer,  Eden,  was  prevented  by  uncontrollable 
circumstances  from  carrying  his  intention  to  be  present  into 
effect.  "  I  owe,"  he  writes,  "  so  much  to  Free  Street,  that  I  do 
not  know  how  to  express  my  obligations  to  her.  She  took  me  in 
when  a  boy,  partially  alone  in  a  strange  city,  and  friendless, 
'  prone  to  leave  the  God  I  loved,'  and  gave  me  the  shelter  of  a 
home,  and  threw  around  me  helpful  influences  for  which  I  am 
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under  such  obligations.  Whatever  of  Christian  manhood  I  pos- 
sess, or  of  strength,  or  of  ability  to  do  good  to  my  fellow-men,  I 
feel  that  under  God  I  am  indebted,  in  large  measure,  to  the  relig- 
ious training  and  discipline  there  attained."  He  pays  a  special 
and  warm  tribute  to  the  wife  of  Dea.  Charles  A.  B.  Morse,  whose 
home  was  always  open  to  him,  and  whose  influence  could  but 
inspire  nobler  efforts  and  higher  aims.  Desiring  ever  to  be  held 
worthy  of  the  Free  Street  boys,  he  expresses  hope  that  the  occa- 
sion will  prove  the  prelude  to  "  a  richer  and  fuller  existence  as  a 
church,  in  which  the  trophies  of  Christian  manhood  and  woman- 
hood will  be  more  abundant  even  than  the  past  fifty  years  have 
afforded." 

Kate  Putnam,  Milbridge,  regrets  her  inability  to  attend,  often 
thinks  she  would  like  to  attend  Free  Street  Church  once  more, 
trusts  she  is  not  forgotten,  and  that  she  may  be  remembered  in 
its  prayers. 

Mary  R.  Prince,  Melrose,  although  absent  many  years,  and 
unable  to  be  present,  says  there  is  a  very  warm  place  in  her  heart 
for  this  church,  whose  prosperity,  when  she  hears  of  it,  excites 
pride  that  it  was  her  first  Christian  home. 

Mrs.  Margaret  (Barnes)  Rogers,  New  Britain,  Conn., 
always  thought  of  her  church  home  with  greatest  affection,  the 
place  of  her  birth  and  baptism  into  the  kingdom  of  her  blessed 
Master  and  Saviour.  Was  glad  to  know  of  her  continuous  strength 
and  prosperity,  regrets  her  inability  to  participate  in  this  occasion, 
which  she  hopes  will  l)e  successful,  and  a  source  of  help  and 
blessing  to  all  the  people. 

Prof.  Albion  W.  Small,  Waterville,  after  tendering  thanks 
for  kind  remembrance,  and  regret  at  his  necessary  absence, 
writes:  "I  could  not  think  with  indifference  or  coldness  of  the 
church  where  the  most  decisive  step  of  my  life  was  taken;  or  of 
the  people  with  whom  I  was  first  associated  in  the  most  sacred 
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relations.  The  recollections  of  my  membership  at  Free  Street 
Church  are  a  continual  incentive  to  zeal  in  the  service  for  which 
I  enlisted  with  you.  I  have  never  been  able  to  transfer  to 
another  church  my  affection  for  Free  Street.  I  often  remember 
with  satisfaction  that  the  relations  with  you,  to  which  I  was 
admitted  by  baptism,  were  not  severed  by  my  own  request." 
Invokes  for  our  future,  like  the  past,  steadfastness  in  the  faith 
and  traditions  which  we  have  been  taught,  and  a  warm  and  apos- 
tolic benediction. 

The  exercises  closed  by  singing  the  Benediction  from 
the  Handel  and  Hayden  collection. 

THE  FESTIVAL. 

The  closing  feature  of  the  anniversary  was  a  festival  at 
the  hall  of  the  Mechanic's  Association,  on  Monday  even- 
ing of  September  27th.  Tables  were  spread  to  accommo- 
date nearly  five  hundred  persons,  and  the  seats  were  early 
occupied  by  members  of  the  church,  parish,  and  invited 
guests.  The  repast,  under  the  skillful  supervision  of  the 
executive  committee,  was  provided  by  George  D.  Robin- 
son, whose  father,  David  Robinson,  was  long  a  respected 
member  of  the  church.  Liberal  contributions  of  viands, 
fruit,  and  flowers  furnished  and  graced  the  tables,  for  which 
the  ladies  of  the  committee  merited  cordial  recognition. 

George  F.  Emery,  appointed  to  preside,  invited  Rev. 
William  Hurlin,  formerly  a  Maine  pastor,  but  then  Secre- 
tary of  the  New  Hampshire  Baptist  Convention,  to  invoke 
a  blessing  upon  the  company,  and  upon  what  should  fol- 
low. What  did  next  follow  his  response  may  be  too  easily 
conjectured  to  require  relating. 
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After  an  hour's  enjoyment  at  tlie  social  and  festal  board, 
the  President  tendered  his  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred 
on  him,  referred  to  the  fact  that  much  of  the  success  of 
the  church  and  society  was  due  to  cultivation  of  the 
social  element,  and  invited  all  to  listen  to  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  entertainment.  Before  entering  upon  the 
programme  arranged  for  the  occasion,  he  expressed  grati- 
fication that  up  to  that  point  all  the  proceedings  had  been 
characterized  by  perfect  harmony,  but  he  felt  constrained 
to  say  one  of  our  ex-pastors  present  was  amenable  to  the 
charge  of  having  practiced  a  notable  fraud  on  us  by  hav- 
ing withheld,  while  settled  over  us,  the  full  measure  of 
his  gifts.  It  was,  therefore,  but  just  to  all  concerned  that 
he  should  now  be  called  upon  to  vindicate  himself.  Ref- 
erence was  made  to  Dr.  McWhinnie,  who,  as  usual,  was 
quick  to  see  the  point,  and  responded  by  reciting  the 
following  poem :  — 

SEMI-CENTENNIAL  AT  FREE  STIJKKT. 

'T  is  not  for  me  to  claim,  or  even  aspire 
To  catch  the  faintest  scintillatioa  of  poetic  lire, 
To  venture  near  the  heavenly  muse's  shrine, 
And  ask  her  to  inspire  this  rhyme  of  mine. 
That  claim  I  freely  yield  to  Brother  E., 
Whose  smoother  measures  every  one  can  see, 
Flow  from  the  spring  beneath  Olynipus's  shade, 
And  prove  once  more  the  poet  born,  not  nnule. 

Were  you  to  rise  and  ask  me  to  explain 
Just  why  I  should  attempt  the  task  so  vain, 
Of  holding  your  attention  by  my  rhyme, 
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Instead  of  prosing  to  you  as  in  former  time, 
I  beg  you  will  have  patience  now,  as  then, 
And  let  the  parson  have  his  way  again. 

Perhaps  it  is  the  coming  on  of  days, 
When  age  turns  fondly  to  its  youthful  lays, 
Glows  with  the  warmth  of  long  forgotten  fire, 
And  tries  once  more  to  strike  the  sounding  lyre, 
Perhaps 't  will  be  as  when  we  seek  the  spring, 
Eound  which  the  memories  of  our  childhood  cling. 
We  look  for  crystal  waters  and  the  flowing  rill. 
Where  once  we  laughed  and  played  and  drank  our  fill ; 
The  rill  has  gone,  the  waters  are  no  more, 
A  dampness  only  marks  the  spring  of  yore ! 

But  what  of  that!  The  time's  come  round 

When  once  again  the  silent  harp  must  sound. 

When  hidden  springs  must  from  their  depths  come  forth. 

To  celebrate  an  hour  of  so  much  worth, 

The  risk  I'll  take,  and,  minstrel,  sing  my  lay. 

Though,  "  Pray  it  be  his  last !  "  I  hear  you  say. 

My  thoughts  go  back  across  the  years. 

Since  first  you  called  me  from  another  State, 
When  full  of  questionings  and  fears, 

I  thought  you  summoned  me  to  cares  too  great ; 
I  sought  to  close  the  open  door 

You  threw  so  wide  before  my  lingering  feet, 
I  asked  the  Lord  to  let  me  hear  no  more 

Of  work  for  which  I  seemed  so  poorly  meet, 
But  when  I  came  and  looked  into  your  eyes. 

And  felt  the  welcome  inspiration  of  your  presence, 
I  saw  my  questionings  and  fears  arise 

And  melt  as  clouds  melt  in  the  sunbeam's  essence. 

The  words  you  spoke,  so  full  of  cheer. 

Made  each  day's  work  a  round  of  pleasure, 
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Sowing  or  reaping  each  new  year, 
Its  meed  of  service  brought  in  joyful  measure. 

Trials  there  were,  for  none  of  us  were  perfect, 

You  found  old  Adam  in  the  young  man's  mold. 
And  lest  the  shepherd  be  too  much  exalted, 

He  found  sometimes  the  sheep  would  jumi)  the  fold. 
Not  even  in  Free  Street  crooked  sticks  were  wanting, 

Yet  these,  quite  unlike  some  I  mention  not. 
When  handled  right,  however  slanting. 

At  last,  would  nestle,  somehow,  round  the  pot. 

Rare  is  the  people  where  the  pastor's  lines 

Are  cast  by  Heaven  in  so  pleasant  places, 
Who  know  so  well  to  give  the  ready  signs 

Of  kind  appreciation  in  their  faces, 
To  catch  from  him  his  own  enthusiasm 

And  make  it  stronger  by  their  quick  response, 
To  overlook  the  sometimes  awful  chasm 

Between  his  subject  and  his  eloquence. 
Happy  the  man  whose  cabinet  of  deacons 

Ts  such  as  met  me  here  ten  years  ago, 
The  pastor's  courage  seldom  faints  or  weakens. 

With  men  like  Morse  and  Phcnix,  Curtis,  Lynch,  tV:  Co. 

How  shall  1  fail  to  speak  of  one  who  takes 
In  all  good  words  and  works  the  generous  part. 

Whose  name  I  must  speak  out  for  all  our  sakes. 
The  name  we  love  to  honor,  Hanson  Hart. 

To  her  I  bring  my  willing  tribute  now, 
Whose  presence  gives  our  feast  its  chief  est  grace, 

Mother  in  Israel,  we  crown  her  brow, 
And  look  with  gratitude  upon  her  face, 

We  gladly  honor  her  for  what  she  is, 
As  well  as  for  the  honored  name  she  bears, 
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And  with  her  children's  children  would  make  this 
The  crowning  glory  of  her  eighty  years. 

May  he  who  now  goes  in  and  out  before  you 
Be  helped  in  counsel  by  as  faithful  friends, 

And  through  his  word  the  Lord  in  grace  restore  you 
The  fullest  blessing  which  the  Spirit  sends. 

Blessed  old  Free  Street!  How  trivial  seem 

All  trials  which  the  flesh  or  spirit  brought, 
How  sink  beneath  time's  onward  flowing  stream 

The  petty  cares  with  which  our  life  is  fraught : 
So  shall  it  be  in  yonder  blest  Elysian, 

The  hardest  things  which  life  had  brought  us  here 
Shall  sink  forever  'neath  the  eternal  vision 

That  fills  and  satisfies  the  spirit  there. 

How  memories  halls  are  thronged  tonight 
With  faces  we  shall  see  on  earth  no  more, 

All  now  transfigured  in  the  heavenly  light 
Of  beauty  never  seen  of  us  before. 

The  deacons  twain  so  staunch  and  true, 
Aaron  and  Hur,  the  prophet's  constant  aid, 

Whose  names  unspoken  bring  before  our  view 
The  strong  foundations  which  the  fathers  laid. 

The  honored  teacher  from  the  classic  shades, 

Who  gave  to  us  his  ripe  declining  years, 
Whose  monument  of  cultured  men  was  made 

Kobler  than  warrior's  glory  bought  with  blood  and  tears 

Him  too  we  see,  who  heard  in  early  prime 
The  call  to  leave  the  fold  so  lately  entered, 

On  whom,  so  rich^in  promise  of  a  coming  time. 
Our  ardent  hopes  of  noblest  fruit  were  centered. 
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And  yet  another  rises  to  our  view, 
Whose  voice  so  oft  was  heard  in  word  or  prayer, 

The  pastor's  ready  help,  the  teacher  true, 
The  widow  and  distressed  his  constant  care. 

Others  there  are,  whose  memories  arc  as  dear, 
Whose  names  are  spoken  low  with  many  a  sigh 

By  some  who  say,  "  Ah  !  If  they  were  but  here. 
Our  joy  were  then  complete,  and  Heaven  nigh!  " 

But  comfort,  comfort  ye  my  people,  saith  the  Lord, 
Bid  them  now  hush  the  sigh,  and  cease  the  moan  forlorn, 

Xor  eye  hath  seen,  nor  ear  hath  heard  the  word. 
That  tells  the  glory  of  the  coming  morn. 

Hark  to  their  voices  through  the  pearly  gates. 

Familiar  yet,  as  once  in  earthly  song, 
Their  music  sweeter  than  all  earthly  choirs. 

The  diapason  of  the  ransomed  throng. 

We  hail  you,  brothers  of  the  Church  Immortal, 
With  yours  we  join  our  feebler  mortal  strain. 

And  praising  Him  who  for  us  passed  death's  portal, 
Responsive,  echo  back  your  loud  Amen. 

The  President  then  remarked  that  in  as  mm  li  as  our 
present  pastor,  the  Sunday-school,  and  ex-pastors  bad  all 
had  their  day,  it  seemed  most  fitting  to  close  the  aniiiver- 
sar}^  by  giving  the  body  itself  an  opportunity  to  be  heard, 
and  end  with  what  from  a  military  standpoint  might  be 
styled  a  dress  parade. 

Hanson  M.  Hart,  characterized  as  one  of  the  eldest  of 
brethren  beloved,  and  representing  a  name  hallowed  in 
the  history  of  the  church,  was  called  out,  and  made  a 
happy  response  as  to  the  general  impression  left  upon 
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his  mind  by  his  long  experience  and  observation  while 
connected  with  it. 

It  was  then  observed  that  the  history  of  the  parish 
would  always  survive,  because,  for  other  reasons,  for 
nearly  thirty  years  its  records  had  been  admirably  kept 
and  attested  by  one  of  the  immortals  named  "  Smith." 
This  elicited  an  appropriate  response  from  Lewis  B.  Smith 
on  the  past  attitude  of  the  parish  toward  the  church. 

The  next  organization,  and  fundamental  to  success  in 
any  society,  was  said  to  be  the  Sunday-school,  which  called 
up  Supt.  Henry  Wallace  Noyes,  who  was  listened  to  with 
pleasure  as  to  past,  present,  and  future. 

John  Lynch  was  then  invited  to  present  a  diagnosis  of 
the  pulse  of  our  past  church  life,  as  indicated  by  our 
prayer  and  conference  meetings,  which  he  proceeded  to 
do  as  becoming  one  who  had  earned  "  a  good  degree  "  as 
deacon. 

To  a  sentiment  from  the  chair  complimentary  to  the 
intelligent  and  devoted  women  of  the  Free  Street  Church 
and  Society,  Mrs.  Joseph  A.  King  responded  with  a  dig- 
nity and  grace  worthy  of  her  sex  and  of  the  occasion. 

It  was  then  observed  that  in  days  of  degeneracy  it  was 
pleasant  to  see  a  treasurer  who  could  look  every  honest 
man  in  the  face  without  a  blink  or  blush.  John  C. 
Phenix,  long  treasurer  of  the  church  and  parish,  then 
paid  a  handsome  compliment  to  both,  as  respects  their 
responses  to  all  demands  upon  them. 

It  had  been  our  privilege,  it  was  then  remarked,  to 
show  the  falsity  of  the  maxim,  at  least  in  one  instance, 
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"never  spoil  a  good  deacon  by  placing  him  in  tlie  pulpit." 
Rev.  N.  D.  Curtis,  a  former  deacon,  appreciated  this  allu- 
sion, and  spoke  in  a  soul-stirring  manner  of  the  spur  lie 
and  others  had  received  to  high  attainments  in  piety  from 
church  connection  here. 

Society,  it  was  said,  had  hardly  given  sufficient  credit 
to  the  refining  influence  of  personal  religion  upon  man- 
ners, as  well  as  morals,  and  Holman  S.  Melcher  was 
invited,  as  an  appropriate  representative  of  this  church 
and  society,  to  testify  on  our  relations  to  this  subject. 
His  testimony  was  gracefully  delivered,  and  was  to  the 
point. 

It  was  then  observed  that  if  "  offences  must  needs 
come,"  it  was  deemed  a  fortunate  circumstance,  espe- 
cially by  the  occupant  of  the  chair,  that  our  offenders 
could  rely  on  having  justice  meted  out  to  them,  because 
of  our  advantagf-e  in  having^  a  friend  at  court.  This 
brought  Judge  Bonney  to  the  front,  who  pertinently 
commended  church  connection  as  furnishing  healthful 
restraint  on  personal  conduct,  and  i)rnmoti()n  of  sound 
morals. 

Alfred  Haskell  then  followed,  aptly  responding  to  the 
inquiry  whether  in  point  of  fact  it  could  be  properly 
claimed  that  this  church  has  been  a  light  in  the  city  and 
community. 

In  looking  beyond  our  immediate  presence,  the  chair 
thought. 

Our  Zion  will  lack  ne'er  for  bruins  nor  for  courage, 
So  long  as  she  has  for  an  "  Advocate,"  Burrage. 
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This  shot  brought  out  from  his  entrenchment,  Rev.  Dr. 
Burrage,  who  paid  a  handsome  tribute  to  the  influence  of 
this  church  in  the  denomination  at  large,  and  in  promoting 
its  general  work. 

A  prominent  factor  in  past  success  was  then  accorded 
to  the  influence  and  efl^orts  of  young  men.  To  this, 
Charles  F.  Morse  responded  in  a  felicitous  and  admirable 
manner. 

This  completed  the  review.  Without  being  conscious 
of  it,  while  looking  backward,  the  speakers  had,  in  fact, 
been  making  history,  which,  reduced  to  a  small  compass 
as  a  sort  of  pleasing  mosaic,  would  appear  somewhat  as 
follows :  — 

A  review  of  the  history  of  the  Free  Street  Church  for  the 
fifty  years  now  past,  leaves  great  cause  for  thanksgiving  and 
congratulation. 

The  relations  between  it  and  the  parish,  unlike  such  sometimes 
observable  elsewhere,  have  been  uniformly  harmonious,  and  both 
have  cordially  co-operated  to  promote  the  common  objects  for 
which  they  were  established. 

One  of  the  principal  sources  of  its  strength  and  prosperity  has 
been  the  Sunday-school,  and  always  warmly  cherished  as  such. 

The  pulsations  of  our  church  life,  as  indicated  by  the  stated 
meetings  for  praise  and  prayer,  have  been  healthful  and  constant, 
and  their  effects  have  been  edifying  and  fruitful. 

"  The  Circle,"  under  the  management  of  our  intelligent  and 
devoted  women,  has  been  a  potent  factor  for  good  on  the  social 
side,  and  the  benevolent  spirit  fostered  and  exemplified  has  been 
highly  creditable  to  them  and  to  the  church. 

All  pecuniary  obligations,  of  both  church  and  parish,  have  been 
promptly  met,  our  poor  been  well  provided  for,  and  the  claims 
of  Christian  enterprise  and  benevolence  have  been  generously 
responded  to. 
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The  general  type  of  piety  in  the  church  has  l)een  cheerful  au<l 
hopeful,  and  in  its  work  there  has  prevailed  a  liappy  coinliiiialioii 
of  the  conservative  and  a<^gressive  si)irit,  preservative  against 
fanaticism,  on  the  one  hand,  hut  inciting  efforts  for  extending  the 
boundaries  of  Zion,  on  the  other.  A  sti-oiig  stinuilus  luis  also 
been  furnished  for  high  attainments  in  peisonal  piety,  and  from 
our  membership  have  gone  forth  ministers  in  goodly  number, 
representatives  of  whom  may  be  found  in  the  highest  spheres  of 
usefulness  known  to  the  country. 

Though  a  bod}^  embracing  a  large  variety  in  occu})ati()n,  ojvinion 
and  culture,  mutual  intercourse  has  l)een  pleasant,  courteous,  and 
refining.  When,  if  ever,  disturbing  diffi^rences  have  occurred, 
these  have  been  settled  by  heeding  the  prayer  of  a  connnon 
Master,  for  a  unity  of  which  love  is  the  golden  chain  bincUng  all 
to  Him  and  to  each  other. 

Church  membership  has  furnished  a  healthful  restraint  on 
external  conduct,  promoted  sound  morality  and  praiseworthy 
example;  and  a  jealous  watchfulness  over  the  general  reputation 
of  the  church  has  been  an  unfailing  characteristic. 

In  the  city  and  community,  the  church  has  been  a  steady  and 
genial  light. 

In  the  Baptist  denomination  at  large,  it  has  maintained  a  lead- 
ing position,  and,  in  all  departments  of  Christian  enterprise  an<l 
philanthropy,  it  has  exhibited  general  proofs  of  appreciation  in 
this  direction,  and  some  instances  of  illustrious  example. 

While  in  all  church  work  there  have  l)een  the  old  and  stalwart 
for  wisdom  in  counsel  and  steadiness  of  purpose,  our  young  men 
have  been  accustomed  to  rally  in  their  strength,  and  to  (piit 
themselves  like  men. 

Though  to  strangers  tliis  siimniar}^  may  seem  like  tlie 
record  of  a  mutual  admiration  society,  it  is  believed  to  ite 
no  more  than  just  to  those  for  whom  it  was  intended,  and 
but  a  suitable  finale  to  the  Semi-C(Mil.rnnial  A iiiii v(m sary  of 
the  Free  Street  Baptist  Church  of  I^ortland,  whose  im^m- 
bers  heartily  sung  the  old  Gospel  hymn,  Idlest  he  tlie 
tie,"  etc.,  and  "  then  went  out." 


THE  CHURCH  EDIFICE. 


The  Free  Street  Theater  was  built  in  1830,  but  accord- 
ing to  Willis,  who  briefly  mentions  it  in  his  History  of 
Portland,  did  not  prove  a  paying  investment. 

In  December,  1835,  it  was  sold  to  Captain  Alpheus 
Shaw,  John  W.  Appleton,  Joseph  Hay,  Thomas  Norton, 
Byron  Greenough,  Nathaniel  Ellsworth,  Henry  B.  Hart, 
and  Capt.  John  Day,  members  of  the  First  Baptist  Society, 
"with  a  view  to  its  being  occupied  as  a  meeting-house." 

A  Society  was  formed  January  11,  1836,  a  building 
committee  appointed,  "  and  the  treasurer  was  authorized 
to  purchase  the  building  known  as  the  Portland  Theater," 
for  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars.  It  was  remodeled, 
and  "solemnly  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Almighty 
God,"  August  11  of  the  same  year. 

The  frontispiece  gives  a  correct  view  as  it  appeared 
after  its  conversion  to  sacred  use,  but  so  short  a  time 
elapsed  between  its  erection  and  the  time  of  remodeling 
that  comparatively  few  recall  it  in  its  original  form. 

No  picture  of  it  is  in  existence  so  far  as  known,  but 
from  a  careful  scanning  of  the  outside  walls,  and  from 
the  arrangement  of  the  roof  timbers,  we  can  form  a 
pretty  correct  idea  of  its  architecture.  It  had  a  hip  roof, 
the  more  common  style  in  those  days  for  large  buildings. 
The  front  was  quite  imposing,  having  a  recess  with  two 
large  columns  of  the  Ionic  order  supporting  the  heavy 
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entablature  which  extended  across  tlic  end,  the  cornice 
only,  running  along  the  sides.  Tlie  old  City  Hall  is  a 
very  good  example  of  this  style  of  finish.  There  was, 
probably,  a  heavy  balustrade  above  the  cornice  to  give 
loftiness  to  the  front,  which  would  otherwise  look  flat, 
there  being  no  gable  to  the  roof. 

The  theater  stood  back  several  feet  from  the  street  line, 
a  broad  flight  of  steps  leading  up  to  the  floor  of  the  por- 
tico, from  which  entrance  was  had  to  the  vestibule  by 
three  doorways.  There  were  also  doors  leading  to  the 
basement  upon  each  side  of  the  steps,  one  of  which  a  sign 
is  said  to  have  designated  "  The  way  to  the  pit." 

The  outer  side  walls  show  that  two  rows  of  window 
openings  have  been  closed  up,  six  in  each  row,  while  upon 
the  inside,  where  the  walls  can  be  seen  for  several  f(M3t, 
from  the  top  down  as  far  as  the  present  ceiling,  there  is 
no  evidence  of  filling  in  except  at  the  three  rear  windows, 
so  the  others  must  have  been  simply  blind  windows,  or 
panels  in  the  outer  walls.  There  were  four  chimneys,  one 
at  either  corner,  a  few  feet  from  the  ends. 

The  only  alterations  which  ap[)ear  to  have  been  inadr 
at  the  time  of  purchase  were  the  making  of  a  gabled  roof 
by  its  extension  at  the  ends,  putting  three  long  windows 
in  each  side  in  place  of  the  smaller  ones,  and  carrying  the 
entablature  along  the  sides  as  we  now  see  it. 

The  interior  of  course  received  radical  changes,  and  so 
remained  until  1856.  The  gallery  was  at  the  front  over 
the  vestibule,  from  which  stairways  led  up  to  it  in  cacli 
corner.  There  were  a  center  and  two  side  aisles,  giving 
six  rows  of  pews,  two  of  them  being  against  the  side 
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walls.  There  were  also  pews  upon  both  sides  of  the  pul- 
pit; all  of  these  had  doors  of  the  same  height  as  the 
backs  of  the  pews. 

The  vestry  extended  across  the  end  of  the  basement,  and 
was  entered  by  doorways  at  either  side  of  the  steps.  The 
floor  was  level  in  the  center  for  a  little  space,  then  grad- 
ually inclined  upward  toward  the  side  walls.  The  seats 
were  placed  upon  these  inclines,  facing  the  center,  so  that 
the  people  coming  into  the  evening  meetings  fell  into  the 
custom  so  aptly  described  by  our  poet :  — 

"  But  odd  it  was,  at  least  it  now  seems  so, 
To  see  the  women  sitting  in  a  row; 
Ranged  by  themselves  the  men  were  forced  to  keep, 
And  so  exposed  no  drowser  dared  to  sleep." 

In  1844  the  broad  flight  of  steps  gave  place  to  a  wide 
platform,  extending  from  the  porch  front  to  the  line  of 
the  sidewalk,  with  steps  leading  up  to  it  at  the  ends,  while 
two  or  three  more  brought  one  to  the  level  of  the  church 
floor. 

In  1856  the  church  edifice  was  entirely  remodeled,  a 
new  front  being  built  on,  which  brought  it  out  to  the  side- 
walk. The  spire  was  tall  and  very  graceful  in  its  propor- 
tions. In  the  audience-room  a  recess  was  added  behind 
the  pulpit,  galleries  erected  along  the  sides,  and  the  pews 
so  changed  as  to  give  four  aisles  in  place  of  three.  The 
walls  were  rough  plastered,  and  blocked  off  in  imitation 
of  stone.  Only  the  window  casings  were  left  in  their 
original  form,  and  they  remain  so  still.  The  pulpit  was  a 
very  broad  and  heavy  structure  of  mahogany,  covering 
nearly  two-thirds  of  the  recess.    Wheels  underneath  ran 
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on  a  track,  permitting  it  to  be  moved  Ijuck  wlien  ;i  bap- 
tism was  to  take  place,  tlie  baptistery  being  uiidorncatli. 

The  vestry,  too,  nnderwent  great  changes,  Ijeing  mnvud 
to  the  rear,  and  excavation  made  to  give  greater  height. 
Entrance  was  liad  by  the  onter  side  door  in  pleasant 
weather;  when  stormy,  througli  a  room  used  tor  tlie  stor- 
age of  ba})tismal  robes  and  church  rurnitnre.  Tlie  lloors 
of  this  room  and  of  the  small  vestry  were  not  lowered 
until  1868,  when  alterations  were  made,  giving  a  broad 
passage-way  to  the  vestry  from  the  church  vestibule  with- 
out going  out  of  doors. 

In  1869  another  season  of  change  came  round ;  the 
large  pulpit  gave  place  to  the  smaller  desk  now  in  use, 
the  pulpit  platform  was  considerably  altered,  the  galleries 
cut  off,  leaving  one  window  free  upon  each  side,  another 
recess  added  at  the  left  of  the  })ulpit  for  the  organ,  in 
front  of  which,  upon  a  raised  platform,  were  the  singers' 
seats.  This  made  it  necessary  to  remove  the  wing  pews 
upon  that  side,  while  those  upon  the  right  were  moved 
away  from  the  wall,  and  joined  to  the  body  pews. 

In  making  these  several  changes  the  old  material  was 
utilized,  so  that  toda}^  we  find  much  to  remind  us  ol"  the 
old  theater.  Tlie  outside  vestry  doors  are  the  original 
main  entrance  doors,  the  bottom  stile  and  lower  [)anel 
having  been  cut  off.  Tlie  double  doors  leading  into  the 
vestry  from  the*  entry  were  probably  the  side  enti  iince 
doors  (the  middle  doorway  being  larger  than  the  others), 
while  the  large  single  doors,  with  double  i)anels  were, 
most  likely,  those  which  o[)en('d  into  the  theater  from  the 
vestibule.    Three  doors  from  the  old  building  arc  now  in 
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use  ill  the  house  owned  by  M.  F.  King,  on  Green  St., 
his  father  having  bought  some  of  the  old  material;  an- 
other is  an  outside  door  in  the  house  of  Warren  P.  Chase, 
on  Pine  St. ;  this  was  secured  by  Levi  F.  Drake,  who 
owned  the  house  at  that  time. 

The  pulpit,  sofa,  and  chairs  in  use  in  1836,  now  find  a 
home  in  the  vestry.  The  Bible  was  presented  to  the 
church  at  the  time  of  its  formation  by  Capt.  Benjamin 
Underwood,  and  has  been  read  by  all  of  the  pastors  ;  it 
is  true,  it  had  a  season  of  rest,  for  after  the  remodeling  of 
the  church  in  1856,  some  of  the  good  sisters  thought  a 
new  one  was  needed,  and  it  soon  found  a  place  upon  the 
desk,  the  old  one  being  laid  aside,  but  not  long,  for  the 
church  was  soon  after  entered  by  burglars,  and  the  new 
Bible  stolen.  On  account  of  this  act  the  old  one  was 
restored  to  its  place,  where  it  has  since  remained.  It  is 
an  interesting  fact  to  note  that  this  Bible  was  printed  in 
1829,  the  same  year  the  theater  was  projected. 

The  small  window  seen  at  the  side  of  the  recess  in  the 
frontispiece  was  the  ticket  office  window  of  the  theater, 
which  was  not  removed  when  the  changes  were  made  in 
1836,  and  here  the  boys  often  lingered  to  watch  the  peo- 
ple come  into  church.  The  sign^  "  Way  to  the  Pit,"  so 
frequently  mentioned  in  connection  w\th  the  old  theater 
and  church,  was  found  when  the  old  front  was  torn  away 
in  1856,  laid  up  over  the  plastering,  but  it  is  not  known 
what  disposition  was  made  of  it.  It  is  also  related  that  a 
bottle  of  brandy  was  found  under  the  corner-stone,  which 
was  secured  by  one  of  the  workmen. 

The  spire,  erected  in  1856,  was  one  hundred  and  eigh- 
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ty-five  feet  in  height.  It  was  not  only  tlio  pride  of  tlie 
Free  Street  Society,  but  ndinired  by  both  cilizcns  and 
strangers  for  its  symmetry  and  beauty.  A  severe  gale, 
which  occurred  March  :21,  1876,  so  sprung  the  upper  part 
as  to  cause  fears  that  it  might  fall  upon  the  neighboring 
buildings.  An  examination  by  ex[)erts  proved  tliat  the 
frame-work  and  foundation  still  remained  lirm,  the  outer 
covering  only  having  been  disturbed ;  but  in  deference  to 
public  opinion  it  was  thought  best  to  remove  it,  which 
was  done. 

On  June  8th  of  this  year  there  was  raised  to  the  belfry 
of  the  church  a  fine-toned  bell,  bearing  the  following 
inscription :  — 

This  bell  was  presented  to  the  Free  St.  Baptist  Society  l»y 
Ambrose  K.  Shurtleff,  us  a  memorial  of  his  wife,  Lorimla  Shurt- 
Icff,  who  died  January  13,  187G.     "Gone,  l)ul  not  forgotten." 

The  bell  was  rung  for  church  service  for  the  lirst  time 
June  11. 

The  first  mention  we  find  upon  the  records  in  reference 
to  an  organ  is  in  the  estimate  of  expenditures  at  the 
annual  meeting,  October  21,  1845.  Up  to  this  time  a 
parlor  organ  had  been  hired  of  Mr.  William  lieekett. 
The  estimate  was  as  follows :  — 

"Organ,  100;"  "playing  organ,  oO  "blowing  organ, 
3;"  "singing,  85."  Previous  to  this  the  estimates  for 
music  had  varied  from  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in 
1836,  to  one  hundred  in  1811,  the  average  i)eing  one 
hundred  and  sixty-five. 

Under  date  of  October  1,  1851,  is  the  following  vote: 


80 


FREE   STREET  SEMI-CENTENNIAL. 


"  That  the  clerk  record  on  the  parish  records  the  Treas- 
"  iirer's  list  of  those  who  are  jDroprietors  of  the  organ  at 
"the  present  time."  It  was  also  voted:  "That  the  Treas- 
"  nrer  be  authorized  to  procure  an  insurance  upon  the 
"  organ  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  dollars."  It  seems 
that  the  organ  was  bought  by  a  "  Stock  Company,"  the 
parish  paying  the  interest  upon  the  amount  of  purchase, 
which  for  several  years  after  1845  is  put  down  at  ninety 
dollars ;  below  are  the  names  of  the  shareholders,  and 
number  of  shares  held  by  each  at  that  time. 

Byron  Greenough  11  Mrs.  Harmon  2 

Thomas  Hammond  10  Thomas  Murphy  1 

H.  B.  Hart   6  David  Robinson  1 

H.  M.  Hart   5  R.  L.  Robinson  1 

Eben  Seavey  14  Charles  Staples  1 

J.  W.  Waterhouse  5  Mrs.  H.  Sweetsir  1 

S.  True   5  P.  Barnes  1 

Zophor  Reynolds   3  Joseph  Hay  2 

A.  D.  Lowell   3  L.  D.  Mason  1 

S.  A.  Whittier   3  Thomas  Shaw  2 

O.  Parsons   2  S.  Waterhouse  3 

E.  McKenney   2  N.  Elsworth  3 

Edward  Shaw   2 

February  10,  1853,  the  names  of  all  the  above  share- 
holders, with  the  exception  of  four,  are  recorded  as  relin- 
quishing their  shares  to  the  Society.  Of  the  four  (repre- 
senting six  shares),  two  were  formerly  members  of  the 
church,  one  had  died,  the  other  been  excluded,  and  it  is 
presumed  the  other  two  shareholders  were  deceased,  or 
had  removed  from  the  city.  The  organ  became  the  prop- 
erty of  the  parish,  and  we  find  afterward  no  appropria- 
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tioiis  except  for  "music."  Tlie  organ  sto(jd  in  tlie  gallery 
of  the  house  over  the  vestibule.  After  the  repiiirs 
were  made  upon  tlie  church  in  1809,  a  new  organ  was 
purchased,  and  placed  in  the  recess  made  for  it  on  the 
left  of  the  pulpit.  It  was  used  for  public  worship  the 
first  time  on  Sunday,  March  11,  1872,  Dr.  Small  preach- 
ing an  appropriate  sermon  from  the  text,  Ps.  150,  4, 
"  Praise  Him  with  stringed  instruments  and  organs. 
The  old  one  was  bought  by  a  benevolent  gentleman  of 
this  city,  and  by  him  presented  to  the  church  in  Huxton 
Center. 

INCIDENTS   RELATING  TO  THE  ANNIVERSARY. 

The  view  of  the  church  interior  on  page  5,  gives  a  very 
good  idea  of  the  decorations  for  the  semi-centennial.  The 
panel  at  the  right  of  the  pulpit  consisted  of  a  frame  with 
arched  top,  seventeen  feet  in  height,  by  thirteen  feet  in 
width,  covered  with  garnet  felting.  The  names  of  The 
Founders "  were  painted  upon  a  large  scroll,  the  dates 
and  passages  of  Scripture  being  in  gilt  letters,  while  bars 
of  gilt  molding  divided  the  several  sections.  The  por- 
traits and  photographs  of  the  original  members,  which 
were  hung  upon  the  lower  part  of  the  panel,  formed  an 
interesting  feature,  recalling  many  tender  memories  of 
former  years.  Several  were  added  on  Monday,  being 
brought  in  by  loving  friends.  Tlie  following  is  a  full  list 
of  the  portraits  exhibited.  Byron  (ireent)Ugh,  Henry  B. 
Hart,  Sarah  H.  Hart,  Al})heus  Shaw,  Jane  Shaw,  Cather- 
ine (Mrs.  James)  Grecnougli,  George  H.  Cheney,  Sarali 
D.  Cheney,  Sophia  Cheney  Manning,  Henry  llsley  jr., 
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Sally  (Ulrick)  Richards,  Mary  M.  (Colcord)  Shirley, 
Sally  Wilson,  and  Daniel  Balch. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Greenough  sent  with  her  photograph  a 
card  bearing  her  name,  and  underneath  ^'Nuni.  6:  24-27." 
They  reached  us  on  Monday  afternoon,  adding  interest  to 
the  exercises. 

The  desire  was  so  generally  expressed  that  the  panel 
might  remain  throughout  the  year,  it  was  decided  to  leave 
it,  and  where  the  portraits  were  hung  is  now  placed  in 
gilt  letters  the  following  quotation  :  — 

^i\itx  mm  Inbomzb,  anb  g£  mz  erttereb  mia  t^eir  labours. 

During  his  discourse  on  Sunday  morning  the  pastor 
spoke  of  the  persecution  accorded  the  early  Baptists;  how 
in  1767  a  Baptist  preacher  was  denied  the  privilege  of 
publicly  declaring  the  Word  of  God  in  our  city,  and  dur- 
ing the  years  just  previous  to  1800,  those  who  dared 
affirm  their  belief  in  doctrines  as  held  by  Baptists  were 
subjected  to  wicked  and  shameful  treatment.  In  1796, 
six  or  seven  who  had  separated  from  other  societies  on 
account  of  their  belief,  banded  together,  and  held  meet- 
ings for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  one  of  their 
number.  Others  joined  them,  resulting  in  the  formation 
of  a  church  in  1801. 

At  the  Communion  service  in  the  afternoon  he  alluded 
to  the  portraits  of  original  members  upon  the  wall,  —  the 
pleasure  it  gave  to  many  to  look  upon  their  faces,  —  but 
it  was  a  greater  pleasure  to  know  that  we  had  with  us 
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two  whose  names  were  inscribed  ui)un  the  scroll  among 
"The  Founders,"  Mi's.  Sarah  li.  Hart  and  Mrs.  Kliza- 
beth  S.  Kellej;  and  he  had  been  informed  since  the  morn- 
ing that  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Kelley  was  one  of  the  six  or 
seven  who  "  banded  together"  in  1796,  and  was  driven 
from  her  home  on  account  of  joining  the  Haptists.  Also 
that  Mrs.  Mary  M.  (Colcord)  Shirley,  another  of  the  orig- 
inal members,  now  residing  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  was  a  sis- 
ter of  Mrs.  Kelley. 
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SEiO^l-GEiNJFEiNNlAL  ANNIVERSARY 

—OF  THB— 

pree  gtreet  Baptist  Church, 

P0RTLAND,  ME. 

Sunday  and  Monday,  Septenaber  26th  and  27th,  1886. 

 oj-o^Es.-;.^  

SUNDAY. 

Morning. — Historical  Discourse  by  the  Pastor. 
Afternoon. — Communion  Service. 

Evening. — Sunday-school  Jubilee,  with  Historical  Addresses. 

MONDAY. 

Morning. — Informal  Reunion  at  the  Church. 

Afternoon. — Historical  Poem,  followed  by  Speeches  and 
Reminiscences  from  Ex-Pastors,  Graduate  Ministers  and  others, 
and  with  Reading  Digest  of  Letters. 

Evening. — Social  Reunion,  with  Collation  and  lirief 
Addresses. 


INDEX  OF  NAMES. 


Adams,  Mrs.  J.  H  2 

Appleton,  John  W  74 

Austin,  C.  W  21 

Austin,  L.  D  2,  27,  29,  84 

Baker,  Arabella  F.  (Robbins).5 
Baker,  Paraelia  (Pearson) ....  5 

Balch,  Daniel  5,  82 

Balch,  Silence  C  5 

Baldwin,  Rev.  Geo.  C.  jr  13 

Barnes,  Mrs.  Clara  (Martin). 61 

Barnes,  Francis  61 

Barnes,  Phineas  22,  80 

Barnes,  Wilfred          24,  25,  26 

Bartree,  Mr  23 

Bates,  Elizabeth  R  5 

Beckett,  William  79 

Berry,  Nancy  E  62 

Bonney,  Percival  2,  42,  71 

Bonney,  Mrs.  Percival  2 

Bosworth,  Fred.  W  15 

Bosworth,Geo.  M.16,24,25,28,29 
Bosworth,  Rev.  Geo.  W.,d.d.6, 
11,16,20,23,24,45,52,55,58 

Bradford,  Hannah  5 

Buck,  E.  A  62 

Buck,  Sarah  B  62 

Burrage,  Rev.  H.  S.,d.d.2,71,  72 
Butler,  Rev.  N.,  d.d  61 

Champlain,  Rev.  J.  T  68 

Chase,  Claramond  2 

Chase,  Elias  25 

Chase,  Fred.  Y  2 

Chase,  Warren  P  78 

Cheney,  Geo.  H  5,  81 

Cheney,  Sarah  D  5,  81 

Cibley,  Rev.  C  0 

Claridge,  W.  H.  S  22 

Clark,  Catherine  5 

Clark,  Francis  5 

Clark,  Jonas  W  20,  22,  69 

Clark,  Sarah  M  5 


Cloudman,  Catherine  P  5 

Cloudman,  Susan  D  5 

Colby,  H.  S  28 

Colby,  Rev.  Lewis.  10,  20,52,55 
Colcord,Mary  M.  (Shirley).  5, 16, 
82,  83 

CoUey,  J.  A  29 

Curtis,  Geo.  H  27 

Curtis,  Rev.  D. 

14,  23,  25,  26,  67,  71 
Cushman,  Rev.  R.  S  9 

Dam,  Geo.  W  5 

Davidson,  Charlotte  5 

Davidson,  Joseph  5 

Day,  Harriet  5 

Day,  John  74 

Deering,  Abigail  5 

Deering,  Geo.  A  27,  28 

Douglass,  Mrs.  Robert  26 

Drake,  Levi  F  36,  78 

Dunn,  Rev.  A.  T.2,  6,13,17, 
42,  53,  68 

Dunn,  Mrs.  A.  T  2 

Duroy,  M.  M.  jr  26 

Eaton,  Rev.  J.  S.IO,  20, 52,55, 61 

Eaton,  Mrs.  J.  S  22,  24 

Edmond,  Abigail  5 

Edmond,  Francis  5,  20 

Edmond,  Jane  5 

Edmond,  Mary  Ann  5 

Edmond,  Margaret  E.  (Pear- 
son) 5 

Egginton,  Enoch  22,  23 

Egginton,  Mrs.  Enoch  24 

Elder,  Rev.  J.  F.,  d.d...  .14,  62 

Ellsworth,  ISTathaniel  74,  80 

Emery,  Geo.  F.2,  16,21,23,  25, 
26,  42,  43,  54,  64,  65 

Emery,  Stephen  A  62 

Evans,  Eliza  5 

Eveleth,  Rev.  Charles .  14,  26, 27 
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Farnham,  I.  Henry  G2 

Felch,  Rev.  A  0 

Gocling,  Sibyl  o 

Gould,  Lydia  5 

Greenough,    Catharine  (Mrs. 

James)  5,  IG,  (SI 

Greenough,  Byron,  .o,  9, 14,  20, 
22,  of),  01,  G8,  74,  80,  81 

Hammond,  Thomas  80 

Harmon,  Mrs  80 

Hart,  Hanson  M.  .2,  IG,  20,  21, 
22,  24,  3G,  G7,  GO,  80 

Hart,  Mrs.  Hanson  M  24 

Hart,  Rev.  Henry  A  14 

Hart,  Henry  B  .5, 9,14,  20,3G,G8, 
74,  80,  81 

Hart,  Sarah  H.  .5,  16,  67,  81,  83 

Haskell,  Alfred  14,  71 

Haskell,  Carrie  2 

Haskell,  Frank  20 

Hay,  Joseph  74,  80 

Hierlihy,  Mr  28 

Hinds,  Asher  C  2 

Hooper,  Caroline  T  o 

Hooper,  "  Elder"  47 

Howard,  W.  H  24,  25 

Hurlin,  William  64 

Ide,  Rev.  Geo.  B.,  d.d  0 

Ilsley,  Henry  jr  5,  21,  81 

Ilsley,  Nancy  5 

Jackson,  Ann  5 

Kelley,  Christiana  5 

Kelley,  Eliza])eth  S. .  ..5,  16,  83 

Kelley,  Joseph  L  14 

Kent,  Charles  20 

King,  Frank  P  2 

King,  Fred  A  2 

King,  Rev.  H.  M. ,  i).  d  .  1 2, 14, 31 

King,  Joseph  A  2,  2"),  26 

King,  Mrs.  Joseph  A  2,  70 

King,  M.  F  78 

Knight,  Susannah  5 


Lamson,  Rufus  28 

Lanphier,  Mr  57 

Lincoln,  Rev.  T.  0.9, 10,20,48,52 

Little,  Albion  2 

Little,  Alice  May  2 

Lockhart,  I).  V.  11  25 

Lothrop,  William  H  GS 

Lowell,  A.  1)  80 

LN'nch,  Chas.  G  26 

Lynch,  Harriet  41 

Lynch,  Rev.  John  T  14 

Lynch,  Thomas,  14, 16,  21,67,70 

Maginnis,  Rev.  J.  S  0 

MaHng,  H.  M  25 

Manning,  P.  C  2,  23,  24 

Manning,  Sophia  C  5,  81 

Martin,  Clara  Barnes  Gl 

Mason,  L.I)  80 

McKenney,  E  80 

McKenney,  F.  W  22,  23,  27 

McWhinnie,  Rev.  James,  n.i). 

12,  28,  53,  GO,  65 
McWhinnie,  Mrs.  James. . .  ..'lO 
Melcher,  H.  S.  .2,  16,  25, 2G,  27, 

28,  20,61,71,84 

Merrill,  William  20 

Mills,  Jacob  5 

Morse,  Chas.  A.  B. .  .14,  6.'),  67 

Morse,  Chas.  Fred  2,  28,  72 

Morse,  J.  H  20,  62 

Morse,  ^Irs  24 

Murphy,  Thomas  SO 

Nelson,  Olive  5 

Norton,  Thomas  74 

Noyes,  H.  W. .  .2,  17,  20,  .30,  70 
Noyes,  Lydia  H  5 

Orr,  Frank  E   2 

Owen,  Cotton  5 

Palmer,  Kev.  A.  F  14,  62 

Palmer,  Fred  S  (;2 

Parsons,  O  SO 

Pearson,  John  5,  0,  14 

Pearson,    Margaret    E.  (Ed- 
mond)  5 
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Pearson,  Nancy  5 

Pearson,  Pamelia  Baker  5 

Phenix,  John  C .14, 16,  24, 67, 70 

Phillips,  Rev.  William.  10 

Pratt,  Mary  (Walker)  5 

Prince,  Mary  R  63  » 

Putnam,  Kate  63 

Recllon,  Jesse  14 

Reynolds,  Mary  S  5 

Reynolds,  Zophor  80 

Richards,  Sally  Ulrick  5,  82 

Riley,  Mary  5 

Robbins,  Arabella  F.  Baker..  .5 

Robinson,  David  64,  80 

Robinson,  Geo.  D  64 

Robinson,  R,  L  80 

Robinson,  Warren  2 

Rogers,  Margaret  (Barnes).  .63 

Scammon,  Abigail  C ........ .5 

Seavey,  Eben  21,  80 

Shaw,  Alpheus  5,74,  81 

Shaw,  Edward  ^  80 

Shaw,  Jane  5,  81 

Shaw,  Thomas  80 

Shirley , Mary  M. (Colcord) .5,16, 
82,  83 

Shurtleff,  A.  K  46,  79 

Shurtleff,  Lorinda  79 

Small,  Rev.  A.  K.  P.,  d.d.  .  .12, 
18,  26,  53,  58,  81 

Small,  A.  W  27,  63 

Smith,  Fred  B  2 


Smith,  Lewis  B.2,16,20,21,22,70 


Smith,  Mrs.  L.  B  24 

Staples,  Charles.  ;  . .  .80 

Stockbridge,  Rev.  J.  C,  d.d.11, 
12, 15,  16,  24,  52,  58 

Strickland,  B.  F  28 

Sturtevant,  Lewis  J  14 

Sweetser,  Mrs.  H  80 

True,  Chas.  A  2,  16,  22 

True,  Ellen  19 

True,  S  80 

True,  S.  A  2 

Ulrick,  Sally  (Richards) . .  .5,  82 
Underwood,  Benjamin  78 

Walker,  Mary  Pratt  5 

Waterhouse,  J.  W  21,  80 

Waterhouse,  S  80 

Waterhouse,  Susan  5 

Webster,  Mrs.  C.  E  2 

Webster,  Rev.  David  14 

Wheeler,  Mary  5 

Whittier,  Hannah  5 

Whittier,  S.  A  80 

Williams,  M.  L  27 

Wilson,  Rev.  Adam  9 

Wilson,  Sally  5,  82 

Wilson  (Sally  Ulrick)  should  be 

Richards  5 

Wren,  Rev.  Mr  23 

Yeazie,  Elizabeth  A  5 
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